
THE CRY OF A TROUBLED HEART 

2. "PLEASE PRAY FOR MY BACKSLIDDEN SON" 

Mabel was heartbroken. It was the first Tuesday morning of the ladies' prayer group. They were 
meeting at Mildred Brown's home, at 1015 Elm Avenue. They had their chorus and short 
opening prayer, requesting Christ's presence and blessing. 

Since the group had just been organized, and this was their first meeting, the members had no 
particular prayer experiences to relate. So they decided to play a ten-minute tape they had 
received, relating the marvelous conversion of Malcolm, a teenager. Malcolm was M. N. 
Campbell, father of M. V. Campbell, who was also at one time vice-president of the General 
Conference, for North America. 

Backslidden Son 

When Mrs. Brown, the moderator, asked the ladies if I any of them had a backslidden son they 
would like remembered in prayer, she added that if so, then it would be worthwhile to discuss 
in depth the seven great laws of soul-winning communication as they relate to a wandering son 
or daughter, claiming a promise for his, or her, salvation.  

Yes, heartbroken Mabel Crouch had a nineteen-year-old son, Bill, Jr. He had been brought up in 
the church. He had attended Sabbath school as a boy, and at one time had I manifested a keen 
interest. He had gone to church school, I and was doing fairly well, when something offended 
him, and he began backsliding. Now he wanted nothing to do with the church, or with God. And 
but little communication existed between him and his mother. 

Heartbroken 

Mabel, though sad, was relieved to know that the first lesson was on the topic of, "Please Pray 
for My Backslidden Son." It was plain to be seen that as Mabel sat there that Tuesday morning, 
she was balancing between hope and despair: despair--because there seemed no way to reach 
Bill Jr; hope--because she was reasoning that since God had so miraculously converted 
Malcolm, the rebellious teenager, He just might do the same for her own rebellious Bill Jr.! 

Promises  

The promises, the lesson suggested, that might be claimed for this son, were: "I will save thy 
children" (Isaiah 49:25); and, "They shall return unto me with their whole heart" (Jeremiah 
24:7). 

The ABC's of Prayer 

These prayer-group ladies had already taken two courses of lessons on prayer, prepared by 
Pastor See. One was The Prayer of Reception, found in the book, A Study Guide; the other, 
Creative Prayer, found in Delightful Discoveries in Prayer. Hence, they had often opened their 
Bibles to a promise, and reverently placed their hands on it. They had asked, and believed that 
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they had received the answer. The basic statement of the lessons was, ". . . for any gift He has 
promised, we may ask; then we are to believe that we receive, and return thanks to God that 
we have received." Education, page 258. 

They had read another statement: "The conditions met, the promise is unequivocal." Education, 
page 258. They had also studied many of the general conditions to claiming Bible promises. The 
purpose of their having united in this particular prayer group was that they might study 
specialized conditions in the form of seven laws of communication. This was found to be most 
important as a condition to the winning of others to the Lord. Now they had met to learn and to 
adapt these seven laws of soulwinning communication to the problem of backslidden Bill Jr. 

"Mabel, where is Bill Jr. now?" Mrs. Blanch Yarborough asked kindly. 

"He is in Chicago--in bad company. His associates are careless boys. Wouldn't say they are 
exactly hippies, but not much better." A look of sadness was reflected in her countenance as 
she added, "He is working for a railroad salvage company. Not earning much. What he does 
earn he wastes running around." 

Communication 

"Well," spoke up Beatrice Deming, "I notice that our lesson on this topic quotes this beautiful 
promise: 'Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; 
and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper' (Psalm 1:1-3). So," Beatrice continued, "as surely as we 
meditate on the laws of soulwinning communication, and put them into practice, we are going 
to find the answer; for 'The conditions met, the promise is unequivocal' (Education, page 258)." 

Ignorant of the Proper Communication 

Mabel hesitated a bit and almost bashfully admitted, "Girls, to tell you the truth, I have heard of 
these seven laws, but for the life of me, I have never known just how to go about learning 
them--much less adapting them to winning my son, Bill, Jr. 

Helen Mosely smiled, "Mabel, this is true of us all, I guess. I know it is of me. I am here also for a 
specific problem. But it may be that as I learn how these laws of soulwinning communication 
are related to your problem, I can learn how to adapt them to my problem, too." 

Mabel Crouch added, "Don't think, girls, that I have not tried. I have prayed, and then tried. 
Then prayed again, and tried again. But so far there are no results. In fact, I have claimed 
promises until I have almost dropped to the floor exhausted! But up to the present, nothing has 
happened." 

Emotionally, Mabel continued, "I have scolded Bill Jr. I have told him he was going to be lost 
unless he turned from this evil way. I have even punished him severely. But all to no avail. I 
have mailed him the Sabbath school quarterly. But he writes back to stop sending him these 
things—that he tears them up. So I have really tried, girls; Really! " 
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With that, Mabel broke into tears again. There were moist eyes around the circle. 

Mildred Brown: "I wish we could help you, Mabel," she began, "but we are just as ignorant of 
the way to handle a problem like yours as you are. So let's see what the lesson has to say about 
the specifics in this particular case." 

The women opened their lesson sheets, and saw there in big letters, LAWS OF SOUL-WINNING 
COMMUNICATION, and again noted that the first lesson dealt with the case of a backslidden 
son. 

"Maybe I am going to discover why," wept Mabel, "after all I have done for Bill, he seems so 
unresponsive. I have even written him, telling him how much money I spent on him, putting 
him through the academy. I thought maybe this would make him ashamed of himself, and 
challenge him to change his ways. I've also reminded Bill that his rebellion against God is 
breaking my heart. But nothing I write makes the slightest impression on his mind, it seems." 

Checking the Communication 

"You have been communicating with Bill," Helen Mosely ventured. "There is no question about 
that. Maybe this lesson will show what kind of communication we should engage in." 

"Well," Mabel returned, "if there is anything wrong in my present communication, I am eager 
to learn what it is. He is my son, and how I love him! I just can't bear to think of his being lost. 
And possibly ending up in some penitentiary beside." Here her voice broke again, and there was 
silence. 

Mildred Brown suggested, "Well, girls, let's see what the lesson teaches so we can all learn. 
There is one thing about it," she added, turning to Mabel, "you have four friends with you. We 
are all in the same boat together. In fact, we probably know less than you. So why not all of us 
start learning how to apply the seven laws as we write to, telephone, or converse with Bill Jr.-or 
any of our loved ones who may be out of the Ark of Safety. I am sure the laws will apply equally 
to whatever problem we may face." 

Jesus and Joy 

"Here are the first two laws in the lesson," Mildred began. "It calls them Jesus and Joy. And it 
says these laws, when we learn how to apply them, will attract the backslider instead of repel 
him." 

"That is what I want to learn to do," responded Mabel. "It seems that everything I say to Bill Jr., 
everything I write, only turns him more against me than ever. If I could only attract instead of 
repel him, I would be the happiest woman in all the world!" 

Laws of Strong Allurement 

"Notice this statement," suggested Beatrice Deming. "It says that when we learn these laws, 
Jesus will allure the backslider to Himself in us." 

"Where is that text?" Mabel queried, her eyes too full of moisture to see it right there on the 
lesson sheet before her. 
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''It is in Hosea 2:14," Blanch prompted. "It says, 'I will allure her.' So Christ's methods must be 
the kind that attract instead of repel." 

"But that is not Christ speaking," Mabel responded. "This is in the Old Testament." 

"Yes," Blanch spoke up, "but the lesson indicates that it represents Christ. It seems that the 
Lord's love flowed through Hosea, who penned these words. God directed him what to do to 
attract his backslidden wife to return home." 

"So soul-winning communication is a sort of love affair, according to this?" Helen asked. 

"Yes," Beatrice answered, "it would seem so. Here is another text. It says, 'We love him, 
because he first loved us' (1 John 4:19). Evidently every word we speak, every letter we write to 
a backslider should be with the thought in mind, 'I am wooing him. I am courting him.' " 

Mabel interrupted, almost self-reproachfully, "That is just what I have not done! I have scolded 
Bill Jr. I have condemned him. But I have never thought of trying to woo my own son. But that is 
a thought. So Jesus in me allures," Mabel said pensively. "Of all things! Maybe I had better try 
some different methods!" 

Mildred continued. "The next law is Joy. And the text says, 'The joy of the Lord is your strength' 
(Nehemiah 8:10). 

"Would that fit the thought of courtship, too?" Beatrice asked. 

"Yes, I guess it would," Helen answered. "Haven't you noticed a couple lovers with twinkling 
eyes? Part of courtship is joy, isn't it?" 

"And here is a text of Scripture," Mildred added, "that suggests we should not be mournful in 
our communication. It contains a promise. 'And there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that 
thy children shall come again to their own border' (Jeremiah 31:17)." 

"What is that?" Mabel asked, her interest and hope increasing with a new revelation. "Isn't that 
just what I am praying for--that Bill will come home and lead a better life! " 

Refrain from Weeping 

Helen spoke up, "Here is another text on the law of joy. It is brought to view by way of 
inference, the lesson says. Look at what it says! 'Thus saith the Lord; Refrain thy voice from 
weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; and they 
shall come again from the land of the enemy' (Verse 16). This is a message with a double 
application, as I understand it. It referred to the days when Herod was slaying the innocent 
children in order to destroy the infant Jesus. But it has an application, I think, to Christians, also, 
who lose their children spiritually as well, but claim God's promises and regain them." 

Hope Springs Up 

"I would be the happiest person in all the world, if I could believe that Bill Jr. will yet give his 
heart to God," Mabel repeated. 

"That is just what we are being taught in this lesson," Blanch Yarborough replied kindly. "If we 
claim the promises that God will save our children, and if we fulfill the conditions of 
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soulwinning communication, letting Jesus shine out of our lives, our work will be rewarded. 
What a promise is that 16th verse, isn't it?" 

Moderator, Mildred Brown suggested, "Well, girls, we have covered two of the seven laws. 
Now let us see if we can summarize how to adapt them to winning a backslidden son or 
daughter. We are to work for them--not as if they were rebellious. We are not to act as if we 
expected them to be lost, but communicate with them as if we were starting a courtship. We 
are to allure. We are to have a joyful expression. Just as a young man seeks to win a fair maid, 
so we are, the lesson says, to let our countenances reveal the delightfulness of Jesus." 

"Well, that is one thing I haven't done," Mabel confessed. "I have told Bill Jr. he was breaking 
my heart. I did this, hoping it would bring him to his senses. But it didn't do a bit of good, girls. I 
am going to write my next letter to Bill Jr. filled with joy—just as if I were a girl about his age. I 
will write about pleasant things. Since God has promised to save him, I am going to believe 
God's promise, and start alluring my son. I see that no lover wants to be around a cry-baby! The 
whole world loves a lover! I am going to allure Bill. You watch and see!" 

Good for All 

Helen sighed, "You are not the only one who needed to learn this law, Mabel. I am going to 
apply those two laws in my soul-winning communication. I am going out with a twinkle in my 
eyes. Jesus in me will attract instead of repel." 

"Me too," added Blanch. 

Beatrice was almost cringing in her chair. "Girls," she said, "Here is another woman that is 
happy to learn that the way to win a backslider is to woo him. Never to say a word that would 
repel him. Only to use the kind of words a lover would use, with a sort of honey-moon twinkle 
so the lesson says." 

"Does it actually say that?" Mabel asked wonderingly. 

"Yes," smiled Helen, "it actually uses the words 'honeymoon twinkle.' " They all laughed. 

Almost Impossible 

"It is almost impossible," Mabel continued, "to act happy when you see your own son going to 
destruction." 

"That is what I say," agreed Helen. "How can you act happy when you know your boy is going to 
be lost?" 

Then Helen interrupted herself. "Oh, but I remember now, the class in Creative Prayer taught us 
that we don't have to think of them as being lost when God has promised to save them. If we 
ask for, believe in, and claim their salvation, God is going to save them. So this changes our 
whole attitude. Maybe it is a matter of taking God at His word. Would you say that is it?" 

Creative Prayer 
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Mildred Brown injected, "I am thinking of the statement David made in the 51st Psalm: 'Create 
in me a clean heart, 0 God.' Then he added, 'Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation' (Psalm 
51:10 and 12)." 

"That is it," Mabel remarked, her eyes lighting up. "Since I believe God will create a new heart, a 
clean heart, I have a right to know God will restore joy to him. And that will make me joyful, 
too, even before I see the fulfillment. Then my letters to him will be sprinkled with joy, too!" 

In Depth Meditations 

Question 1: Since the promise, "I will save thy children" (Isaiah 49:25) was originally given to 
Israel (verse 7)-the spiritual name for the converted Jacob (Genesis 32:28), of the seed of 
Abraham (Matthew 1:2)-what assurance do we Christians have that we may legitimately claim 
the same promise for our children, or the children of the church, today? 

The Answer: "For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; . . . but he is a Jew, which is one 
inwardly." Romans 2:28, 29. "If ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according 
to the promise." Galatians 3:29. 

Question 2: Is every promise of God recorded in the Bible, for us? 

The Answer: 

"Every promise in God's word is ours. ’By every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God' 
(Matthew 4:4) are we to live." The Desire of Ages, 123. 

Question 3: I have been under the impression that I should pray according to God's will. Is it His 
will to save our children? 

The Answer: "The Lord is . . . not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance." And, "We are labourers together with God." So, "If we ask any thing according to 
his will, he heareth us: and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we desired of him.' 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Corinthians 3:9; 1 John 5:14, 15. 

Question 4: This sounds most wonderful to me as I think of the problem, but isn't this asking 
more of the Lord than I have a right to claim? 

The Answer: "All things are yours; . . . all are yours; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's." 1 
Corinthians 3:21-23. 

"For any gift He has promised we may ask." Education, p. 258. 

Question 5: I have observed in the Bible that God lays out certain conditions to our receiving 
the fulfillment of His promises (Jeremiah 18:7-10). But if I actually fulfill the conditions, may I be 
certain that the promises are sure of fulfillment? 

The Answer: (a) "God is not a man, that he should lie; . . . hath he said, and shall he not do it?" 
Numbers 23:19. 

(b) "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away." Matthew 24:35. 

(c) "The conditions met, the promise is unequivocal." Education, p. 258. 
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Question 6: Suppose my backslidden children do not long for His way of life? Then what? Will 
God force their wills? 

The Answer: (a) "They longed for a religion that could satisfy the heart." The Desire of Ages, p. 
32. "As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 0 God." Psalm 
42:1. 

(b) Backsliders have become victims of Satan's hypnotic power, and cannot free themselves. "I 
am carnal, sold under sin. For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but 
what I hate, that do I." Romans 7:14, 15. "They . . . are taken captive by him [the devil] at his 
will." 2 Timothy 2:26. 

(c) The gospel does not force the will, but it frees the will. "If the Son therefore shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed." John 8:36. " . . . that . . . he might . . .deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." Hebrews 2:14, 15. "He came to expel 
the demons that had controlled the will." The Desire of Ages, p. 37. "Omnipotence can not 
resist their plea for the salvation of any tried tempted member of Christ's body." The Ministry 
of Healing, pp. 19, 20. 

(d) We conclude, therefore, that the backslider, having had his will freed by the gospel (Isaiah 
61:1-3), will, in all likelihood, place this free will on the side of Christ and salvation. 

Question 7: Since there are laws of soul-winning communication, and since these laws are 
conditions of my being used to win others to my Lord, where shall I go to find how to 
communicate correctly to my backslidden son or daughter? 

The Answer: "His delight is in the law [or, word] of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night." Psalm 1:2. 

Question 8: What kind of success does the Lord promise me if I diligently study these laws of 
communication and follow them carefully? 

The Answer: "Whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." Psalm 1:3. 

Question 9: Since this is true, and since Jesus and joy are brought to view in this chapter, may I 
claim a promise that my life will be joyful, and not mournful, as I seek to communicate the joy 
of the Lord to the backslidden son or daughter whom God promises to save? 

The Answer: "Thus saith the Lord; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: 
for thy work shall be rewarded." Jeremiah 31:16. 

 


