
THE CRY OF A TROUBLED HEART 

11: "Please Pray For My Non-Christian Husband" 

HAVE you heard the news?" inquired Alice Hart as the ladies of another prayer group 
assembled for their sixth lesson. 

"What news?" asked Grace Trip, as they were being seated in the home of Mrs. Jennie Bates, 
the moderator.  

"Why, Patsy is considering going back to Jack. Can you imagine that—in so short a time?" 
responded Alice. 

Shirley Row broke in, "You know, that boy got the shock of his life last week when he studied 
the fifth lesson!" Then she added, "I know we are to keep our lips sealed. But that means sealed 
to bad news. We can always speak good news, can't we?" 

The ladies laughed and settled back in their chairs as Shirley continued, "You know that fellow 
was willing to learn these rules of communication! He went home, fell on his knees and asked 
the Lord to forgive him. I heard he prayed way into the night, asking God to burn these laws 
into his heart. He also claimed the promise of Genesis 3:15. It was that God would put enmity in 
the heart of Patsy for the wrong life she was living. And also that he himself would be a 
different man. It amazed Patsy no end! Both have apologized as though the other were all in 
the right, and they themselves all in the wrong. Isn't that wonderful! " 

Trudy Rock: "I wish the Lord would do something for me." 

"Like what?" Jennie Bates, moderator, inquired kindly. 

"Like saving my husband. I so long to see him become a child of God. I want him in the church. I 
want to see him saved. Now that we have taken off the name of Rosa Hubbard, who was 
converted last Sabbath, couldn't we put the name of my husband on the list as the Central 
Prayer Figure?" 

Jennie Bates smiled kindly, "That would be fine with me. Would that be agreeable to you 
ladies?" They all agreed, and the name of Noble Rock was placed at the head of the list. 

"I'm especially thankful," Trudy wistfully added, "that the lesson for today is on the very topic of 
how to win a non-Christian husband. I really want to learn these seven principles of 
communication, girls." 

Jennie Bates suggested, "Why don't we have our little chorus first?" 

"Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face; 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace." 

The girls all knelt in prayer, while Alice Hart prayed a beautiful prayer—beautiful in its 
simplicity. "Dear Lord," she began, "we have learned that You have commanded us to ask. You 
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have taught us to believe Bible promises. And then You have told us to receive. 'What things 
soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them' (Mark 
11:24). We come asking, believing, and claiming the soul of Noble Rock. You have told us in 
Psalm 2:8 that even heathen will be given to us in answer to our asking Thee. We believe as we 
learn the rules of soul-winning communication, You are answering our prayers, and giving to us, 
not a heathen man, but a moral, upright man who simply does not yet know You. Thank You, 
dear Lord, in Jesus' name. Amen." 

Shirley Row spoke almost out of turn, "Girls, we have been studying these seven principles of 
communication now for five short weeks. I believe that from what we have learned, we can just 
about adapt them to the problem of winning Noble Rock. What do you think?" 

Trudy Rock replied, "I believe you are right, Shirley. Will someone begin by suggesting some of 
the words, or sentences, or phrases which might be communicated to Noble, which I would 
conform to the first two laws of Human Ease? They are, as you all know by now, Choice and 
Humility. " 

Jennie Bates began, "Well, since he is my husband, see if I would have some sentences, or 
maybe principles, that you think would conform to the law of Choice. 

"First, I would not urge him to go to church. Would that be one?" All assented. 

"OK," continued Trudy. "Second, I would not try to make any decisions for him. And third, I 
would not try to have my own way in anything, and yet not act like a martyr for not demanding 
it." Then she added, "Do you think I have made a start, girls?" 

Jennie Bates began, "I don't know what you girls think, but I feel that Trudy has said it just 
about right. On the other hand, I do not gather from the lesson that she is not entitled to any 
preferences. Any noble man would want to please his wife, at least part of the time. The 
Apostle Paul says that this is true. So I would not think that Trudy must not enjoy life. She 
should receive graciously the gifts that Noble places in her pathway. I feel that if Noble asks her 
where she would like to spend an evening, for instance, it would be perfectly proper for her to 
state her preference. What do you girls think?"  

Grace Trip: "I agree with Jennie. I think this idea of following the law of Choice is that we will 
not create issues. It is true that one must not compromise his conscience by going places where 
the Lord could not bless us. But for a man to ask his wife what her wishes might be, would 
make it perfectly proper for her to express her choices, not merely regarding where to spend a 
pleasant evening, but also in the selection of dresses, food, furniture, et cetera. 

Alice Hart added, "I agree that this would have to do with issues, with nagging, or with any kind 
of speech that seems to apply undue pressures on the other party. I would suggest, just as 
Grace and Alice and Trudy have indicated, that we should not nag our mates about going to 
church, for instance, or reading the Bible, or any book published by the church. 

I found in winning my husband that it is far better to let a book or pamphlet just happen to be 
around, and let him pick it up when he will, than for me to appear eager for him to read it, thus 
presenting to his mind that we feel he ought to do what we are doing." 
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Shirley Row: "And may I add, when he picks up a book, not to so much as ask him how he liked 
it. Or if he goes to church, not to ask him on the way home, 'How did you like that sermon?' " 

Trudy Rock: "Why would it be better not to ask him if he liked the book, or the sermon? I don't 
fully understand." 

Alice Hart: "If you don't mind, girls, I will give you a personal experience I had in helping my 
husband find Jesus. There was an evangelistic series of meetings being held in a big tent. Pastor 
Evans was conducting the series, and it was wonderful. 

"The Bible instructor, Miss Thachery, got a few of us ladies together before the meetings 
started, and suggested that when our husbands attended an evening meeting, that on the way 
home, we wives should never mention the meeting to them. We would do better, she 
suggested, to talk about the stars, or about the moon, or about the flowers. Any good subject, 
in fact, rather than to discuss the meeting. 

"She said the reason is this: If we discuss the meeting, he may feel that the mere raising of the 
subject is perhaps our way of trying to pressure him into making some kind of decision. She said 
that it has been proven that for those who place a book around for their mates to read, or who 
find their mates attending a meeting, it is better never to so much as mention the subject. That 
way the non-Christian will feel no pressure--that is, no human pressure." 

Shirley Row: "When I thought my husband was becoming interested, I placed a book where I 
thought he would read it. And when he began reading it, I asked him how he liked it. It 
frightened him. He would never again read a book I laid out. 

"Finally, I decided I would try a different method. I would hide a book in the dresser drawer, 
after he had seen me reading it. It would be one I really wanted him to read. I placed it in such a 
manner as to know the next time I looked at it, whether he had picked it up. And sure enough, 
his curiosity had caused him to hunt the house over, while I was out, to find that book! 

"So I have learned that people usually want no human pressure. We can cancel out all we are 
trying to do to secure a decision for Christ by trying to do what only the Spirit is equipped to 
accomplish." 

"You do not always have to be that careful," Jennie Bates added, "but since we do not know 
how sensitive our mates are to anything that appears to be spiritual pressure, it is well for us to 
err on the safe side. If we are naturally a little fussy, if we have a tendency to tell our mate what 
to do, where to put his shoes, his slippers, etc., then we can be pretty sure that he may be 
sensitive to the slightest suggestion in spiritual things, too. So it pays to do what the Lord says: 
be 'wise as serpents, and harmless as doves' (Matthew 10: 16)." 

Shirley Row made this added suggestion. "I learned with my husband that there was an 
effective way to invite him to the meetings. I learned that if I said, 'Please go to the tent just to 
please me,' he felt this was a kind of pressure. But if I began, 'There is a wonderful meeting on 
tonight. And I think the subject is one you would really enjoy (or some expression with the 
same meaning), he went more often, and liked it. Then by my not trying to pressure an opinion 
from him after the meeting, he was free to make his own decision for Christ. 
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Trudy Rock Questions: "I do not see any difference between the one way of asking him to go to 
a meeting, and the other, so far as the law of Choice is concerned. I wish you would kindly 
explain." 

Shirley Row: "Yes, when I say, 'Will you go to please me?' that does not suggest that he would 
naturally choose it. But when I say, 'I think you will like it,' this sounds as if he himself would 
choose it. For if you like a thing, you choose that thing. You see?" 

Trudy: "My, girls! There is a lot of science to this winning of a non-Christian, isn't there?" 

Jennie Bates: "I think one of the biggest lessons I learned in helping my husband to want to 
make a decision for Christ, was to stop pressuring him. I was naturally a nagger. Then one day I 
read 1 Peter 3:1-7. There it said that it is a meek and quiet spirit that will win, 'without the 
word.' Some translations say, 'without a word.' I took that to mean I could win him without a 
little preaching here, or a little pushing there. 

"I finally decided that there was no reason whatever for me to take God's work out of His 
hands, and apply human pressure. The Bible says, 'Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord' (Zechariah 4:6). I did not take that to mean that I would do nothing. On the 
contrary, I did far more. I worked hard at keeping myself from taking over from God. I 
discovered it is much harder to sit quietly by, and plead God's promises, than it is to indulge in 
high pressure. Truly, the claiming of the promise of the Holy Spirit to do the convicting is of 
much more value. John 16:8 says, 'he [the Comforter, the Holy Spirit] will reprove the world of 
sin.' So when I stopped doing my thing, God began working His thing. 

"I think, girls, I have already moved ahead into the second law of Human Ease, namely, 
Humility. For belittling has to do with disobedience to the principle of humility. And this is 
something that we must never do." 

Trudy Rock: "Thanks a million, girls. Now let me tell you how I think I would obey the law of 
Humility, and tell me if you think I am right. 

"I know the lesson says I should honor my husband instead of belittling him. But I was really 
amazed when I read in 1 Peter 3:1-7, where it says that instead of this sort of preaching at him, 
we are to act like Abraham's wife. She called him 'lord.' That gave me a laugh. I know that if I 
called my husband 'lord,' he would think I was being sarcastic. But what I think it means, is to 
have such a respect that it seems to border on reverence. In Ephesians 5:33 it says, 'let . . . the 
wife see that she reverence her husband.' So if I seem to adore him, which I really do for he is 
as noble as his name indicates, you think that would help?" 

Alice Hart laughed, and said, "Trudy, if one starts that kind of a program, a wife is likely to have 
her husband in church inside of six months. To honor, instead of to belittle, is a tremendous art. 

"Our Bible instructor wisely told us wives to studiously avoid any suggestion that would tend to 
belittle anyone, and especially one whom we want to bring to Jesus and His truth. She said that 
some women start trying to use a little pressure on their mates, and if the mates do not move 
toward the Lord as fast as they think they should, they will even remark to them, 'You are 
stubborn.' Or, 'You just prefer the world.' She said that such expressions tend to create the 
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opposite effect from what we have in mind. They drive our mates away from us and the Christ 
in us. And how badly we would feel if we knew we had done that!" 

Jennie Bates: "Let's go on now to the next two rules of soul-winning communication. They are 
Jesus and Joy. The Bible says, 'In thy presence is fulness of joy' (Psalm 16:11). So our mates, or 
anyone we wish to win to Christ, should never hear a word of criticism of another church 
member (or anyone else), from our lips." 

Alice Hart: "I almost lost my husband's interest for a while before he accepted Christ. I did not 
stop to realize that a little criticism of someone in the church would have such an ill effect on 
him. 

"One day Miss Thachery heard me make a little statement of criticism in his presence. She took 
me to one side the next Sabbath and explained that this could cause the loss of his soul. That if I 
made my religion appear to be negative, he would naturally shy away from it. People, she said, 
love to be around others who are delightful. If their religion is not pleasant, then people don't 
want it. She said that the Bible states that we should be a happy people. And I notice this lesson 
states that there are about 826 texts of Scripture enjoining happiness, thankfulness, and joy." 

Grace Trip: "I was greatly impressed, girls, with the text of Scripture in our lesson for today. It is 
Psalm 51:10-13. David asked God to create in him a clean heart. Then he prayed that God 
would not take His Holy Spirit from him. Then he pleaded with God to restore the joy of His 
salvation. This he followed with a statement I do not believe I shall ever forget. He said, 'Then 
will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee." I call that a 
promise that when one exemplifies the joy of companionship in Christ, then others will desire 
it, too, and be converted." 

Trudy: "Oh, thanks a lot, girls. Now see if I have these first two groups of laws down pat. The 
first two are Choice and Humility. They tend to make my husband feel at ease around me. The 
next two laws are Jesus and Joy. When I demonstrate the true joy found in Jesus, this tends to 
actually allure him to the Christ in me. (Hosea 2:14, and Nehemiah 8:10.) 

"Now there are three more laws. They are Faith, Hope, and Love. The lesson says these are laws 
of Divine Pressure. I take that to mean that when I use love, and faith, and hope, there is 
something about these principles that exerts tremendous pressures on my husband without his 
feeling any ill reaction. In fact, the lesson says, he will like it." 

Jennie Bates: "Everyone wants others to express faith in him. If a wife says to her husband, 'I do 
not believe you are sincere,' she has lost the battle right there, unless she changes. This is 
because faith is the victory (1 John 5:4). 

"But if she drops a word now and then like, 'You are a wonderful man,' this is spoken faith and 
love. He will want to live up to that confidence--that trusting love. 

"If at any time he asks anything about the truths of the Bible, she drops a casual word 
something like, 'You are sincere.' Even if he should, perchance, state he does not believe a word 
our church teaches; she can reply in a sweet, unhurt manner, 'Well, there is one thing, You are 
a very honest man, and I have no fear about your response when you are convinced it is right.' 
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"NOW," continued Jennie, "we are not telling you what to do. We are just sharing with one 
another some of the things we have found successful. They are really scientific Bible principles." 

"How would you suggest I show Love?" Trudy inquired. Then she tried to answer her own 
question. "I feel that I should first of all be the kind of sweetheart that 1 Peter 3:1-7 pictures. 

"Then I am going to ask God to help me to become interested in the things in which my 
husband is interested--I mean things that will not compromise my conscience. Then he knows 
that I love him for what he is. I have not done this as much as I should, girls. I have sort of let 
him have his interests, and I have had mine. I guess the husband and wife ought to have some 
mutual interests. I believe it is up to me to become interested in--well, I believe I will go fishing 
with him if he asks again. What do  you think, girls?" 

Grace Trip: "This is the way I feel. I know one could go too far in this. That is, if the husband 
wants us to go to a place we Christians cannot attend, like a dance, or a movie, or a horse race, 
and such like. We all know that this would be out of the question. 

"But I have learned something about these questionable amusements. I found we can do as 
Romans 12:21 suggests, 'Overcome evil with good.' I take that to mean that we girls can look far 
ahead. We can almost foresee when our husbands will be likely to want us to go with them to 
some questionable place. We can already have thought up some perfectly wholesome places to 
go instead. We can suggest these to them before they make the suggestions to us of going to 
the questionable places. Then instead of our being forced into a negative--'No, I can't do this;' 
and, 'No, I can't do that'--we are on the affirmative. If there are any 'no' words, they will be the 
ones to speak them. 

"This is a bit off the subject, but I was thinking of the questionable amusements a husband 
might suggest. Otherwise, I think Trudy has the answer--be interested in the things in which he 
is, just as far as possible." 

Trudy: "And, girls, the last of the seven laws is Hope. How would you try to conform to this law? 
I have one idea to be hopeful! How about that?" The girls all laughed understandingly. 

"I think you have a real point there," Alice replied. "If there is one thing about a person we love, 
it is a hopeful uplook. Sad, despondent, dejected people--well, who wants to be around them? 

"But I have felt that this word hope rather suggests a good future. When tempted to speak 
discouragingly of the marriage, speak hopefully. When some financial disaster seems to loom, 
encourage the mate. When he has made some foolish move, do not appear shocked. Tell him 
you know everything is going to turn out all right. That is one way I think of to conform to the 
principle of Hope. And hope is so important in soul-winning communication." 

Jennie: "Girls, before we unite in our closing prayer, maybe I should share an experience with 
you, although it is very personal. 

"After I surrendered my heart to Christ, I observed that my husband, Jack, was stiffening his 
neck. He wanted to live for the world. He wanted none of my religion. As the days came and 
went, I was fully persuaded that he had made a strong decision not to become interested. 
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"Although I did not know these seven laws of soul-winning communication, as they are 
presented in these lessons, yet I observed that the closer I came to Jesus, and the more I prayed 
for the Holy Spirit, the more I seemed to be assured that I was doing right in not high pressuring 
my husband at all. He would not be pushed. And I knew it. So while I was asking God to give me 
wisdom to act as Jesus would, I decided to earnestly plead with God to save my husband. 

"As I started praying for him, instead of his becoming more interested, he turned the other 
way. He was unkind, prejudiced, doggedly adamant against God, the Bible, and the church. 

"After my husband's conversion, I asked him one day what was the deciding factor in his 
accepting Christ. This was his reply: (and as I share it with you girls, I want you to know that 
these are his words, not mine--I am entirely unworthy of his kind remarks). 

"He said, 'You were like an angel. You never retaliated. You never high pressured me. You were 
always kind and loving. You never suggested once what I should do—that I should join the 
church. But you left little pamphlets around where you hoped I might pick one up and read it. 
When you were away from the house, and I was home, I read them. But I was always careful to 
place them back exactly as they were when you put them there in the first place. I didn't want 
you to know that I was reading them. At first, I read merely from the angle of curiosity. I wanted 
to know what made you such a sweet wife. I made up my mind, however, that I would never 
become a Christian. There were too many sacrifices to make. 

“‘Then several times, during the midnight hours, I was awakened by a slight muffled sound. I 
never let on that I was awake. But as I lay in bed, I realized that you were not with me. Opening 
my eyes ever so slightly, I observed you on your knees, quietly wiping the tears from your eyes. 
Sometimes you were there for a full hour. I knew what was going on. You were pleading for my 
soul. 

"'But I was adamant. I had determined not to yield. And I did not yield until that day when I was 
involved in an automobile accident and rushed to the hospital in an ambulance. Then I found 
the Lord. 

“‘It was your sweet ways as you communicated love, trust, and a real consistent Christian life to 
me--plus those nights you prayed before the open Bible. A few times I opened your Bible when 
you were not around. I saw there traces of where your tears had fallen on the page as you had 
claimed Bible promises for my soul.' 

"SO, girls," Jennie concluded, "these rules of communication are not just psychology, but 
Christianity in action." 

Trudy: "Girls, my husband is going to accept the Lord. Why don't we sing a chorus right now 
before we pray?" 

"Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me, 
All His wonderful passion and purity; 
0 Thou spirit divine, 
All my nature refine, 
Till the beauty of Jesus be seen in me." 
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In Depth Meditations 

Question 1: If I am naturally a little picky anyway, then if I begin to pick at my non-Christian 
mate--a little here, and a little there--how may my mate cry out in his, or her, heart? 

The Answer: "The contentions of a wife [husband] are a continual dropping." Proverbs 19:13. "It 
is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious . . . woman [man]." Proverbs 21:19. 

Question 2: How does the Bible make clear that it is much better to live a meek and quiet life 
before the non-Christian mate than to speak "the word," or "a word," of argument or pressure? 

The Answer: "That, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the 
conversation of the wives [or the husbands] ." 1 Peter 3:1. 

Question 3: What words of Scripture show that the non-Christian mate will not be won to Christ 
by compromising with the world's standards? 

The Answer: "While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. Whose adorning 
let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on 
of apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price." 1 Peter 3:2-4. 

Question 4: So that the non-Christian mate will not gain the impression that Christianity 
consists of merely a set of don'ts and other negatives, what is a good plan to follow in 
suggesting (before the non-Christian mate suggests questionable places of amusement) certain 
wholesome places to frequent? 

The Answer: "Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good." Romans 12:21. 

Question 5: Will belittling of the non-Christian mate bring about the desired effect of changing 
his life? 

The Answer: "Speak evil of no man." Titus 3:2. "Honour all men." 1 Peter 2:17. 

The 7 Laws of Soul-Winning Communication: 

1. Jesus: His Methods 

2. Jesus: His Joy 

3. Jesus: His Humility 

4. Freedom of Choice 

5. Faith 

6. Love 

7. Hope 

 


