
 What Shall We Read?  
This applies to video and movies also! 

BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES  

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever 
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever 
things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on these things. Philippians 4:8  

QUESTIONS FOR BOOK EVALUATION  

Can I Answer YES To Each Question?  

1. Does this book elevate my thoughts towards God?  
2. Does reading this book draw me closer to Christ and His ways?  
3. Does this book benefit me and add to my education in a positive way?  
4. Does this book promote good and virtuous habits and result in good works?  
5. Will this book edify me & equip me in my service to Christ or just entertain me?  
6. Is reading this book the best choice for how I spend my time?  
7. Does this book fit in with my life purpose of knowing God and serving Him 
fully?  
8. Does this book inspire me to Godly character and choices?  
9. Would I want Jesus to read this book to my child?  
10. Could I read this book out loud to Jesus and not feel ashamed or that I needed 
to skip over parts?  
11. Does this book give me a focus on Eternal truths? (or a temporal worldly 
focus?)  
12. Does this book further my understanding of Godly and pure living?  

Can I Answer NO To Each Question?  

13. Does the book contain fast paced plots, trivial topics or sensational topics that 
will cause me to race through reading it, just for the sake of the story?  
14. Does this book impart false views of life and cultivate a desire for the unreal?  
15. Does this book present a distorted view of God’s truth?  
16. Does this book promote and encourage evil, wickedness or sin?  
17. Does this book mock the principles found in the Ten Commandments  
18. Does this book cultivate a longing for the world and its ways?  
19. Does reading this book make the Word of God seem dull, boring or less 
interesting?  
20. Would I choose rather to read this book over reading my Bible? Can I pray 
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God’s blessing on it?  

Literature Must Be:  

 Character Building  
 True-to-Life  
 Meaningful  
 Moral  
 Purposeful  
 Godly  
 Beneficial  
 Educational  
 Useful For Teaching Right Doctrine & Rebuking The False  

Stay Away From:  

 Sensational topics (intense emotion, melodramatic, gripping plots that include 
murder, adultery, bigamy, fraud, madness, and sexual themes or deviance).  

 Romance  

 Stories that make you feel you just ‘can’t put the book down’ and neglect your 
duties to keep reading. 

 Stories where you feel angry if someone interrupts you reading or watching it, 
or questions it. 

 Frivolous exciting tales  

 Idle stories [Having no real meaning or purpose] 

 Fairy tales & myths  

 Nonsensical, foolish stories told as a joke. 

 Fantasy  

 Mystery  

 Infidel authors  

 Occult themes  

 Stories that encourage disobedience to parents.  
 Texts with foul language or profanity.  

Some Bible Verses  

“But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto 
godliness.” 1 Timothy 4:7. [Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' 
tales; rather, train yourself to be godly.] 

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they 
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shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 2 
Timothy 4:3, 4.  

“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things 
on the earth.” Colossians 3:1-2.  

“Beware lest any man spoil you [cheat you] through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” 
Colossians 2:8. 

“For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, 
and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord [fully pleasing 
Him] ,unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 
knowledge of God;” Colossians 1:9-10.  

“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God.” Romans 12:2. 

“Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world.” James 1:27. 

“See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil.” Ephesians 5:15-16  

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 
of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” 1 John 2:15-17.  

“Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose 
the good.” Isaiah 7:15.  

“Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 1 
Corinthians 10:31.  

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching 
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world.” Titus 2:11-12.   


