
THE CRY OF A TROUBLED HEART 

6: "Please Pray For My Daughter Engaged To An 'Unsuitable' 
Boy" 

WE have a serious problem," Dr. Leslie Manning confided to the group of professional men. 
They were meeting at six o'clock Tuesday morning. The place was Dr. Crouch's office. The time 
was limited. The meeting always closed at seven o'clock sharp. So it was their usual plan to 
begin a few moments before the dot of six. 

"My big problem," explained Leslie, "is our daughter, Clarine. Clarine is twenty-one years old, 
and is keeping company with a boy, Jack Weaver, who is twenty. Jack is not too energetic. He 
has barely entered college. Yet they are planning to marry in six months." It was with difficulty 
that Leslie managed to control his emotions.  

Special Aid 

There followed a few seconds of silence. Leslie was a dental surgeon. His practice was 
flourishing. He was professionally skilled, and always had a long patient waiting list. 

Dr. and Mrs. Leslie Manning were held in the highest repute in the community. This could not 
be said, to the same degree, of the parents of Jack Weaver. Yet Jack had courted, and, to all 
appearances won, the affection of their daughter Clarine. 

"It seems providential," Bill Crouch responded, "that the second lesson of our new series is 
covering this very problem." Then added, "We need not be reminded that our mouths are 
sealed when we leave our prayer group, except as we find it safe to confide in our wives." 

Seven Laws of Communication 

The men had studied the first lesson the week before, but Dr. Crouch had not shared his 
burden of Bill Jr. with the fellows, as had his wife, Mabel, with the group of ladies. But together 
they were very diligently studying the seven laws as had been presented in the first lesson. He 
and Mabel had determined to learn well these principles of communication--just as 
scientifically as he had learned certain principles in his study of medicine, and she in her nurses' 
training.  

They were both impressed with the practical aspect of these laws, and had also read some of 
Pastor See's other works. They felt that he had been aided by the Holy Spirit in reducing to 
simple terms the most outstanding rules of life--especially the rules of communication and of 
prayer. It was, therefore, with some degree of assurance that both he and Mabel had 
encouraged these prayer groups. 

Mabel was struggling with her problem of Bill Jr. The ladies of her prayer group were her 
sympathetic associates in learning. Now Bill Crouch decided to nobly assist Leslie Manning with 
his problem, too. The group would all learn as they endeavored to support Leslie. Being 
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professional men, their counsel was often sought in similar problems. Thus, learning the 
answers would serve a double purpose. 

Leslie Continues: "Clarine is easily taken in," Leslie spoke in a low but distinct voice. "She is 
naive. Jack is an actor. He knows just how to take advantage of a girl's innocent and trusting 
nature. So he has her tied like a string around his finger. She believes everything he says. And 
anything he suggests, she will follow. 

"Our counsel registers zero. It does not have a gram of weight with her. We have reared her. 
We have educated her. She is now a registered nurse, and does not owe a penny. We have 
provided a musical education. She is now an accomplished musician; this, because of our 
interest and insistence that she study and practice diligently. Now a boy, scarcely into college, 
from only an average home, and with no money, can win her confidence! So completely has he 
succeeded in a few months, that he has almost alienated us from her affections! He has done 
nothing for her. We have all but given our life-blood for her happiness." 

Ignoring Our Wishes 

Continuing his brief background of the problem, Leslie I added, "Clarine was always a good girl. 
She was very close to us both. She was always anxious to conform to our wishes. But now it is 
so different! We are almost strangers. It seems that she never so much as gives a thought to 
our judgment in the matter." Here Leslie's voice broke. But I regaining his composure, he 
continued, "My wife, Ruth, and I have discussed it, and we have come to a decision. We have a 
responsibility. We will not permit this marriage. We refuse to let Jack Weaver destroy the 
future of our daughter!" Here his voice took on a tone of finality, as he added, "We have too 
much invested in her, and she is our daughter. We shall fulfill our responsibility at any cost. But 
we desperately need your prayers." 

As Dr. Manning came to a full stop, there was complete silence in the room for a few seconds. 
Leslie had closed his little briefing on such a decisive note that no one wished to be the first to 
instruct him. But they had all studied lesson One together, and lesson Two in preparation for 
the discussion--all except Leslie. He had been out of town, and only gotten back the night 
before. Hence, he had not been afforded the time to study any of the seven laws of 
communication. 

Dr. Crouch finally began in a quiet conversational tone, measuring his words. "I know how Leslie 
feels. We have a son who has a problem, too. And while Leslie's problem is of a somewhat 
different nature from ours, yet we do believe that the study of the seven laws of 
communication can, with God's help, be used to solve both his and our problems." 

Intelligent 

Leslie's was a brilliant mind. Quickly and deftly, he turned to the first lesson and scanned the 
laws, the suggestions and the application to a backslidden son. As he did so, Bill Crouch 
continued:  

"Clarine has made a major mistake. She should have sought the advice of Leslie and Ruth. Of all 
times in life, now is the very time she should have most eagerly sought from her parents. They 
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have experience. They have her future happiness at heart. Of all experiences of life, this is the 
one in which Clarine should have been claiming promises of wisdom for herself. Her whole 
future could be marred by an unwise union. I can't say for you men, but as far as my own 
knowledge of the situation is concerned, my judgment seems to tell me that for Clarine to 
marry Jack Weaver would be exactly what Leslie and Ruth have concluded--a tragedy!" 

Leslie sat there nodding, relieved that at least one of the fellows understood his position and 
conclusion. 

Dr. Henry Hornberg, a professor of psychology, was listening graciously to all that was said. Dr. 
Hornberg was a deeply conscientious Christian gentleman, and had a home which was as near 
ideal, it seemed, as any in the community. He not merely taught, but his home seemed to 
exemplify, the principles he enunciated at the Christian College in Pierce Arrow. But Henry did 
not express himself at once. 

Bruce Ward, who was in charge of Greenwood Laboratory in Moorehead, a small town ten 
miles out of Pierce Arrow, sat listening intently, as was also Fred Hayes. Fred was a quiet, kindly 
gentleman, and a registered nurse. With moist eyes, he had been leaning forward as Leslie 
spoke. 

All present seemed to be in nodding agreement with Bill Crouch's conclusion, yet each was 
hesitant to start making any recommendations until someone else started the ball rolling. 

Bill Crouch continued, "But, Leslie, since you were not present last Tuesday when we studied 
the first lesson, I want to say that the seven laws of communication it presents have been to my 
wife, Mabel, and to me a hopeful solution to our own problem of Bill Jr. In fact, ever since last 
week's first group meeting, Mabel has been praying for wisdom to adapt the teaching of the 
lesson to our problem. I have joined with her in study. She has spent some five hours in writing 
him a letter which she feels conforms to these seven laws. 

"I have also pondered this lesson. And, fellows, I can't say for you, but for myself, I am 
convinced that these lessons form the basis for solving such problems as my wife and I 
presently have with Bill Jr." Then weighing his words, he repeated again, "And, Leslie, I think 
you will agree, after carefully studying these lessons, that they may contain some answers to 
your problem with Clarine." 

Dr. Hornberg then spoke cautiously and in a subdued voice. "I think, fellows, that Bill has a 
point there. I, too, have been giving very careful study this past week to the lessons. I have 
analyzed them critically, drawing on information we have at hand on the subject. 

"As you know, I have taken several advanced courses in psychology--Christian psychology--and I 
am free to say fellows, that these lessons point up the very latest and best being taught in our 
universities today." 

Henry continued, "When I was invited to meet with this group for study and prayer, I decided to 
analyze the material critically. Only after this, would I make a judgment as to whether it would 
be worth my time to persue the studies further. 

Leslie has a Point 
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"There is no question," Henry continued, "but Leslie is perfectly justified in all he has said 
concerning Clarine. For several years I have known the Mannings as a family. I have personally 
observed Clarine. A sweeter girl than Clarine, it would be difficult to find. She is unassuming, 
modest, kind, loving and thoughtful. I understand how her sudden change of attitude is so 
distressing to her parents. I feel, fellows, we are all agreed that Leslie and Ruth have correctly 
analyzed this situation. And what Bill says is true. This engagement should be broken." 

Leslie was Nodding sadly, appreciating the fact that he had still more support from his 
professional friends. 

Continuing, Dr. Hornberg said, "The whole question is, HOW? My opinion is that the lesson of 
last week presents effective ways of dealing with the human mind. And since God, our Maker, 
has formed man, including his intricate thinking apparatus, who is qualified like God to explain 
how the mind reacts to various stimuli, including counsel given by us parents? Also to the 
wooing of Jack Weaver." 

Leslie Manning interrupted, "Why do you think that our daughter should fall for a fellow--who 
up to six months ago was a comparative stranger--totally disregarding our better judgment?" 

Dr. Crouch, the Moderator replied, "I believe Henry can answer this better than I, since it is in 
his field. But you know we medical doctors begin our study of a problem with a history of the 
case. Then we make a diagnosis. I wonder if Henry would give his analysis as the problem has 
developed in this case." 

Dr. Hornberg: "I feel that since we are dealing Scripturally with the problem, and since the 
principles presented in the lesson course are both Biblical and scientific, we should speak the 
language of the layman in its analysis. We want to determine how a boy, Clarine had never 
known before, could, within a matter of a few short months, so entwine her life around his as 
to wean her affections from her parents, with whom she has had a very close relation all her 
life. 

Laws of Human Ease 

"First, Clarine found Jack was complying with the two laws of Human Ease, as brought to our 
attention in the first lesson of the series. As you recall, these laws are Choice and Humility. 
Reducing it to its simplest terms, compliance with the law of choice means that Jack did not 
dictate to Clarine. He did not nag her. He did not direct her. He obeyed the law of humility in 
looking up to her, commending her, instead of belittling her. At first he accomplished this very 
adroitly, merely hinting at how lovely she was. 

Leslie interrupted ironically, "He is certainly a master at that!" 

Henry smiled a sympathetic assent. "Therefore, by his not belittling Clarine, and by his not 
trying to direct her every step, he made her feel at ease in his presence. 

Laws of Allurement 

"Next, Jack obeyed the following two laws presented the lessons--the Laws of Strong 
Allurement. They are Jesus and Joy." 
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When Dr. Hornberg used the words "strong allurement," Leslie cringed in his chair. 

"These two laws when followed," Dr. Hornberg pointed our, "tend to allure, to attract, by 
combining the thing we want a person to do, with joy. Jack wanted Clarine to love him. So he 
made this duty a delight. It was fun, carefully and adroitly managed. She could never think of 
him as irreligious, or neglectful of duty, either. He not merely went to church with her--he 
enjoyed it. He made it all delightful, joyful to Clarine. Thus he allured her. This is what we call 
courtship. To abstain from nagging is to obey the law of Choice. To refrain from belittling 
conforms to the law of Humility. To practice pleasantness obeys the law of Joy. And to use 
these to allure, is to follow the Christ way, even though adapted to less worthy ends. 

Divine Pressure 

"Jack also employed well the Laws of Divine Pressure," Dr. Hornberg went on to say. "With Jack, 
it was just plain courtship. These laws are obeyed by unselfish attitudes--Love. Communicating 
our trust--Faith. The picturing of a bright future--Hope. In Jack's particular case, this was in the 
form of his suggesting a pleasant marriage, where unselfish love and confiding trust would 
reign supreme. 

"To summarize," Dr. Hornberg concluded, "Jack made Clarine feel at ease in his presence in the 
first days of their acquaintance. In the second step, he began to allure her by the twinkle in his 
eyes, by his joyful acceptance of all religious duties--by equating everything he wanted her to 
do, with joy, but without apparent pressure. Then he applied a kind of loving pressure that she 
could not resist [Leslie braced himself, his eyes flashing], by love words, by his expressions of 
faith and confidence and a picture of a rosy future. So, to be perfectly frank, we could almost 
say that Clarine had to fall for that boy!" 

Henry Added "I feel, fellows, that it might be well for us to have our prayer together, making 
Clarine our Central Prayer Figure. And then close a little early, if I might be permitted the 
suggestion. During this coming week, we can all study this topic more in depth, and go from this 
analysis to a suggestive solution for the cancelling of this ill-proposed marriage." 

Kneeling 

As the men knelt in prayer, Proverbs 21:1 was claimed. They told God that He could change the 
minds of this young couple, saving the future of such a delightful, but naive, young woman. 
They affirmed, in the most simple manner, that they believed. (This part of the Prayer of 
Reception had been difficult for the professional men. At first, it had seemed too humble an 
attitude to take—to open the Bible and place their hands on a promise. During their previous 
study of prayer, they had found it apparently undesirable to say, in effect, "We ask, we believe, 
and we claim," or some similar expression of the acceptance of the promise. But after several 
weeks, they had decided together to simplify their prayers, in an attempt to determine the 
effect this kind of simple praying would have on them personally.) 

As the group broke up, Leslie walked over to Bill and Henry, extended his hand, and said, "I feel 
greatly relieved to know that other men of experience not merely understand, but also agree 
that my conclusions are right. I also deeply appreciate Henry's analysis." 
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The Solution to the problem is in the lessons themselves," Dr. Hornberg replied in a low, 
confidential tone. Then he added, "I predict you will use these same seven laws Jack is using, 
and win your daughter back. You will be, I believe, a better master of the art than Jack, And it 
will work," he added with an expression of confidence, and a friendly tap on Leslie's shoulder as 
they parted. 

In Depth Meditations 

Question 1: How careful should Clarine have been in forming her friendships? 

The Answer: "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: 
fear the Lord, and depart from evil." Proverbs 3:5-7. 

Question 2: Whom should she have asked to choose her life companion for her? 

The Answer: "What man is he that feareth the Lord? him shall he teach in the way that he shall 
choose." Psalm 25:12. 

Question 3: Whose instruction should the young seek beside that of the Lord? 

The Answer: "My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: 
for they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck." Proverbs 1:8. 

Question 4: What part does humility play in guidance? 

The Answer: "The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way." Psalm 
25:9. 

Question 5: What instruction of Holy Writ should the young carefully follow? 

The Answer: "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers." 2 Corinthians 6:14. "Can 
two walk together, except they be agreed?" Amos 3:3. 

Question 6: If these instructions are not carefully observed, and children are born to the union, 
with parents differing in standards, what happens to the peace and happiness of that home? 

The Answer: "A house . . . divided against itself, . . . cannot stand." Mark 3:25. 

Question 7: While these are principles to be followed by those contemplating marriage, should 
a person, after marriage, who finds the Lord, divorce the non-Christian mate? 

The Answer: "Let not the wife depart from her husband." 1 Corinthians 7:10. 

Question 8: What are essential elements of a happy home? 

The Answer: "Let love be without dissimulation [concealment]." Romans 12:9. 

"And now abideth faith, hope, charity [love] ." 1 Corinthians 13:13. 

 


