
THE CRY OF A TROUBLED HEART 

7: How Dr. Leslie Rescued His Daughter 

I have made some discoveries, fellows." These words, full of excitement and surprise, came 
from Leslie Manning, D. D. S., as he met the following Tuesday morning with the men of his 
prayer group. 

Dr. Crouch a man who was growing in spiritual stature, did not appear surprised, but smiled 
approvingly. He knew that fellowship does not permit itself to be shocked--even though sorely 
tempted. The lifting of an eyebrow, the uttering of one Sarcastic word, or an intimation of, 'I 
told you so,' is sufficient to loosen the ties of friendship--at least in some cases. Others can take 
much joshing without offense. Dr. Crouch would not take the risk. Leslie's fellowship was not 
the only thing at stake--Clarine's future was in the balances. Perhaps her children's, too, "unto 
the third and fourth generation" (Exodus 20:5). 

Bill Crouch spoke in a quiet conversational tone, "Let us sing our opening chorus, have our 
prayer, and then relax as Leslie speaks. I feel he has something that will kindle the fires of our 
souls." 

Leslie: A Different Man 

After the chorus and prayer, Leslie began to speak. It could be clearly seen that he was a 
different man. Instead of a downcast, dejected, dogmatic Leslie, his countenance was beaming. 
His whole bearing was vibrant, wholesome, victorious. Yet as he chatted, there were occasional 
signs of real embarrassment over the mistakes he now recognized he had made with Clarine. 

"I want to tell you, fellows," he began, "these two lessons have changed my life." Then he 
corrected himself--"I mean God has changed my life. He has used these lessons as instruments, 
and I thank Him for it." 

Bruce Ward interrupted enthusiastically: "Leslie, tell us! Tell us all about it." Bruce had a specific 
reason for wanting to know. He had some problems of his own. He was eager to find solutions. 
Knowing that Dr. Leslie Manning was a man of keen intellect, quick of perception, and of strict 
integrity, Bruce was anxious to learn what the discoveries were. 

"I will put down my discoveries," Leslie began, "in one, two, three fashion. And believe me, 
fellows, while I am sharing these with you, I am at the same time, a little embarrassed that I did 
not stumble on to something like this before. But 'better late than never,'" he chuckled.  

"No. 1. I studied these two laws of Human Ease after going home last week. And I am downright 
ashamed of my behavior. While Jack was observing them in his relation to Clarine, I, her father, 
a professional man, was ignoring them completely. Jack was not telling Clarine anything to do. I 
was. So he conformed to the law of Choice. I broke it! 

"I guess I had forgotten that Clarine was not a little girl any more. Someone has rightly stated 
that in the eyes of us parents, our children seldom grow up. I am afraid it was this way in our 
home. I was telling Clarine what to do--I mean in things she herself already knew, and in most 
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instances would have done anyway. Then when she began to keep company with Jack, I gave 
more, and still more, directives. While I was instructing her, without being asked to, Jack was 
quietly courting her. 

"No. 2. The second law of Human Ease, as brought out by the lessons, is Humility--commending 
others instead of belittling them. It was scarcely a week after Clarine began to date Jack that I 
made little derogatory remarks about him and his family. I did not stop to realize that in so 
doing, I was in actuality belittling my grown daughter's judgment. But all the while I was 
belittling him, thinking I would shame her out of keeping company with him, he was admiring 
her, commending her. He was obeying the very laws her own father was ignoring. So I lost by 
default. And a young upstart, scarcely into college, was winning every battle for her future." 

"No. 3. Then there were the two laws of Allurement," Leslie continued. "Jack was pIying these 
to the hiIt! Yet I doubt he ever so much as heard of the existence of such laws. Courtship 
naturally follows them. They are, Jesus and Joy, or duty and joy, or religion and joy. But as 
applied to Jack and Clarine, everything was made pleasant. Thus he became a delightful soul to 
be around. At the same time, I was grumbling at her. I was morose over her first dates with 
Jack. I thought that by exhibiting a, 'So you have decided to hurt me' attitude, I would shame 
her out of her friendship with such a guy. While I was grumpy, Jack was pleasant. Who would 
not prefer to be in the presence of a delightful person--college degree or not, rather than to be 
around a morose father? 

"No. 4. There are three laws of Divine Pressure," Leslie observed. These are Faith, Hope, and 
Love. Well, fellows, I broke these like a car tire running over a piece of toast! I told her I 
questioned her judgment. I hinted that she was stubborn. I voiced my skepticism of Jack's 
succeeding in anything worthwhile in life. 

"And for love--about all of the expressions of love she heard from my lips during this time, were 
those of self-love! I told her how much her mother and I had done for her. I mentioned how she 
had not conformed to our wishes. I did not forget, either, to tell her repeatedly how much 
money we had invested in her, and she owed something to our happiness. Gentlemen, never 
once did I tell Clarine that the real thing we were interested in was her happiness, her future 
joy, her success. I thought that by ringing the bell of self-pity, she would come into harmony out 
of respect for us. But it didn't work. Jack is seeing to it that such bells will ring out the funeral of 
my cherished hopes!" 

Quickly Dr. Manning caught himself, and said, "No, I apologize. I will not say that Jack is trying 
to hurt me. That is also 'spoken doubt,' and I am determined never again to engage in suspicion 
and doubt. I believe that Jack has good judgment. He knows he has found something very 
precious in our daughter. Who can blame him for wanting to gain her for a life companion? No, 
I will not judge him. I will admire him for admiring my daughter. And I will admire my daughter 
for preferring to be in the presence of one who does not nag, who does not belittle, and who 
does not make life a mournful pilgrimage. 

"No. 5. And, fellows, I threw Hope out the window, so far as my communication with Clarine 
was concerned. I told her that she would live a dog's life with that shiftless Jack. I pictured 
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impending ruin ahead. At the same time, Jack was picturing a rosy future together. He 
dreamed, and pictured his dreams in the most enticing manner. So Jack won! I lost! 

Dr. Henry Hornberg spoke when Leslie made a full stop for the moment. "I wish, Leslie," he 
smiled, I had a recording of that little speech. I would like to present it anonymously to my 
classes. Leslie has been very honest with himself. Not all men have that integrity. But more than 
this, Leslie has, in my opinion, given a true picture of thousands of parents all over our land. So 
if I might add, Leslie, do not be discouraged. Your last item, No. 5, deals with Hope. So there is 
hope. Definitely!" 

Bill Crouch also spoke appreciatively. "Leslie, you are teaching us. What you are saying, we all 
need. At least, I personally, need it. I was diligently applying the principles you were so 
passionately reiterating, to myself in connection with my own son, Bill Jr. And, fellows, the 
mistake Leslie has made with Clarine, my wife and I have made with our son, Bill, Jr. We found 
our ship on the rocks, too. Bill Jr. came to the place where he did not want so much as to hear 
the word Jesus, unless it was in profanity. 

"Then my wife attended the ladies' prayer group, and studied most carefully the first lesson. 
She returned home, shocked--shocked at our own shortsightedness! But she came home with 
hope. She sat down, as I mentioned last I week, and wrote a letter to Bill Jr. She took five hours, 
as some of you heard me state, in writing that letter. She decided not to mail it until she had 
assured herself that it I conformed to these seven laws of communication. 

"The following Tuesday she shared the letter with her prayer group before mailing it. That was 
just a week ago today. The ladies found only one mistake in it. She had criticized a trifle. She 
deleted the critical remarks, and I mailed the letter with a prayer and a Bible promise. 

Bill Jr.'s Reply 

"Believe it or not, fellows, Bill made a long distance call home almost immediately after 
receiving that letter. He was almost like another boy. I don't mean that he has vowed to take up 
religion again, or to return to the Lord. What I am saying is, his attitude toward his mother has 
completely changed. And Mabel and I feel that if one letter conforming to these laws can, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, change Bill, Jr. that much, what will a few more weeks 
accomplish in affecting a change of heart toward the Lord!" 

The men were silent for what seemed a long minute. The silence of the room was so intense 
you could almost hear their wrist watches tick. Then Leslie spoke again. 

My New Format 

He chuckled, and added, with a sort of shy expression, "Fellows, do you want to know about my 
new format?" 

"Yes, do tell us!" 

"I have a Captain for my ship now," he began. “It is Jesus. I have discovered that every one of 
these laws is a law of Jesus Christ. He taught them. He lived them. He placed them in the Good 
Book so that we, too, would follow Him. He said, 'Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men' 
(Matthew 4:19). Whatever He made was good. So that means we can be good fishermen. He 
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told His disciples, who had fished all night and caught nothing, to put down their net on the 
other side of the ship, and immediately they were successful. Fellows, I am going to put my net 
on the other side--on the side of conformity to these seven laws of Christ. 

Human Ease 

"Since Jack unconsciously obeyed the laws of Choice and Humility in not nagging Clarine, and 
not belittling her, I am going to outdo him. She is twenty-one years old. She is going to find 
herself with a different father; so different, in fact, that it will probably shock her. But I am 
going to communicate to her in such a way that she would prefer to be with me than with Jack. 
This, I know, will be a difficult task, for there is much positive emotion now between her and 
Jack. And there is much negative emotion between both them and me. But I have the Holy 
Spirit on my side now, because my cause is just. 'For with God nothing shall be impossible' 
(Luke 1:37). 

“I am now going to pinpoint in one, two, three style what I have vowed to do. I want your 
counsel, fellows. But generally speaking, I have my format worked out. There may be some 
minor changes, after you share your judgment with me. 

"No. 1. I am going to take Clarine to one side, all alone, and apologize. This is in obedience to 
the law of Humility. The Bible says, 'He that humbleth himself shall be exalted' (Luke 14:11). So I 
am going to trust Clarine to forgive me, and reinstate me in her love and respect. This is one of 
the laws of Human Ease to which I plan to conform. 

"No. 2. I am going to tell Clarine that this is her life, and she has every right in the world to 
make her own choice of a life mate. I will, from now on, be ready to give her any information or 
council she requests, but it will always be without obligation. And I will stress my formula--
information without obligation. Thus I shall have started obeying the two laws of Human Ease—
Humility and Choice. 

"No. 3. I am going to ask God to put a twinkle in my eyes so that Clarine will love to be around 
me. No matter what decisions she makes, I have a right to be happy, since God has given me 
promises. One of these promises is, 'The joy of the Lord is your strength' (Nehemiah 8:10). So I 
am asking God to give me the ability to start alluring my own daughter to her father in such a 
sacred, wholesome way that she will love to be around me, regardless of how infatuated she 
may presently be with Jack. I will practice the ten-point program of giving thanks until my face 
radiates joy." 

Here Fred broke in, "Leslie, if you ask me, that joy look is already there! Something great has 
happened!" 

"Well, Fred," Leslie replied, "I am grateful if you see it. But, fellows, I have had an experience 
with God since last Tuesday. After I studied the first two lessons on the Seven Laws of 
Communication, conviction struck home to my heart. I had been trying to handle the situation 
without the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus and joy go together. No wonder I was so downhearted, 
trying to solve my problems all by myself, when the Lord was waiting to solve all of them for 
me. 

Night of Prayer 
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"I did not plan to mention this," Leslie said hesitantly, "but I found a quiet spot last Friday night, 
and took a Bible promise like Jacob of old. I told the Lord that I must be changed just as surely 
as Jacob needed it. Then I told God that I could not, would not, let Him go unless He changed 
my whole nature. It would be from one of negatives to positives; from self-assertion to real 
humility; from self-love, from wanting my family to be held in high esteem, to one of thinking of 
Clarine's future happiness. I wept before the Lord. And God changed my heart. Now I have 
Jesus and Joy. 

"And by His grace, I am going to radiate His joy, His love to Clarine, regardless of what her 
future proves to be. Even if she marries Jack, it will be with my blessing—not that I think it is 
the wise course, but because I no longer will use carnal weapons to fight spiritual battles. If she 
changes her mind, it will be because I changed my methods and let God create the miracle. So 
that is my No. 4. Jesus. I have already covered this. So now: 

"No. 5. Faith. I am going to tell Clarine that I believe in her. I believe in her Christianity. I believe 
in Jack's sincerity. She, too, can claim promises and ask God to fulfill them to her. Psalm 32:8 
promises, 'I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee 
with mine eye.' So she can ask. She can believe. And I have confidence that God will keep His 
word. I shall suggest that as she claims these promises, whichever way God leads her, I shall 
gladly accept as His guidance. I will do this, not grudgingly, but joyfully, believingly, and 
thankfully. 

"No. 6. I shall explain to Clarine that I made a terrible mistake in reminding her of the large 
sums of money we invested in her education, etc. She did not choose to come into the world. 
We brought her into this world. It has been a real joy to do for her. We do not deserve all the 
credit for her education. She was a good student. She diligently applied herself, and really 
deserves much credit. Deep down in our hearts, we really were thinking of her happiness, too, 
even though we did have a big touch of self-centeredness. We did want our daughter to marry 
in our own class. 'But we were wrong, Clarine, very wrong,' I will say. Then I shall add, 'Now we 
are interested in one thing mostly--your happiness, Clarine. If you are happy, we shall be, too.' 
Thus we hope to communicate our love to her. No more of this self-love for me, fellows-not 
since God changed my heart last Friday night! 

"No. 7, is Hope," Leslie added. "Since the Bible says 'we are saved by hope,' I believe that I can 
solve the whole problem, under God, by rising to the nth degree of spoken hope. I am thinking 
of suggesting to Clarine that I feel she is going to be eminently successful. God is able to give 
success in His own way. What her format of life is to be, God must reveal to her personally. But 
I know it will be a good future. 

"Then I may explain to Clarine, that after she prays earnestly and seeks God's will humbly, as I 
feel sure she will, if she still decides to go ahead and marry Jack, Mother and I are going to 
provide a church wedding!"  

As Leslie concluded his remarks, there were tears in Professor Henry Hornberg's eyes. "Leslie," 
he said softly, "we have been friends a long time. I have known you and observed you. You are 
a man of great intellectual capacity. But never have I witnessed more sound judgment on your 
part than has been reflected today. " 
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Bruce Ward: "But may I interrupt, fellows? I am a little fearful over one thing that Leslie may tell 
Clarine." 

"What might that be?" asked Bill, the moderator. 

"Well, it is just this," Bruce responded, "isn't it going too far for Leslie to suggest at this time 
that he will even provide a church wedding for Clarine and Jack? Wouldn't that actually 
encourage Clarine to plunge headlong toward the marriage altar?" 

Doctor Hornberg: "I think you have a point there, Bruce. On the other hand, it might be the very 
best thing he could say. I would say that this is the only thing that has caused me some concern. 
Still my suggestion would be that Leslie talks it over with the Lord again. Then if he feels that 
God is guiding him in this statement, to go right ahead. God has given promises of wisdom 
(James 1:5 and 6). And only God knows the actual frame of mind Clarine will be in at the time. 
But I can say one thing, fellows, that all Leslie has vowed to do otherwise, is very sound, both 
from the angle of the human mind and from the seven principles of communication we are 
studying. God has promised us wisdom. God will keep His word. 

"I would suggest," continued Henry, "that we together fall on our knees and ask God to do two 
things: One, to give Leslie wisdom as he communicates to Clarine; and two, to give her the right 
reaction. We can claim once again “The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of 
water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.” Proverbs 21:1. God can change a person's mind in 
an instant, or over night, or over a longer period." 

Bill Crouch suggested that it might be well to forego the discussion of Lesson Three until the 
group meeting of the following week. All agreed. 

Prayer 

Soon, five professional men were kneeling, like little children, around an open Bible, 
importuning the Throne of Grace. They believingly prayed.  

When they arose from their knees, Leslie said quietly, "God gave me an assurance last Friday 
night as I tarried long before Him. That assurance was repeated to my heart as we were praying 
together just now." 

Silence 

It seemed that they were experiencing a foretaste of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and they 
did not want to lose its sweet influence by more words. Quietly, and with a friendly wave of the 
hand, they climbed in their cars and headed for their offices to begin a busy day. And angels of 
God went with them. And other angels went to the side of Clarine. Real angels! Powerful 
angels! 

In Depth Meditations 

Question 1: What was one of the principles Clarine's father expressed to her which caused her 
to feel more at ease in his presence? 

The Answer: "Choose you." Joshua 24:15. 
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Question 2: What amazing text of Scripture did he comply with to cause Clarine to further be at 
ease in his presence? 

The Answer: "Let each esteem other [specifically, Clarine and Jack] better than themselves." 
Philippians 2:3 (last part). 

Question 3: What was the strength of her father's being able further to attract her to the Christ 
in him? 

The Answer: "The joy of the Lord is your strength." Nehemiah 8:10. 

Question 4: What was the effect of thus representing the loveliness and wholesomeness of 
Jesus? 

The Answer: "I will allure her." Hosea 2:14. 

Question 5: What law further strengthened the father's victory in the struggle? 

The Answer: "This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." 1 John 5:4. 

Question 6: What law did the father further use to anchor her? 

The Answer: "Which hope we have as an anchor." Hebrews. 6:19. 

Question 7: Instead of the father's now reminding Clarine of what he had done for her, as a sort 
of bribe so she would now do what they insisted upon, what did he do, without its being a 
bribe? 

The Answer: "Who loved me, and gave himself for me." Galatians 2:20. 

Question 8: What are these principles? 

The Answer: "For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds." 2 Corinthians 10:4. 

The 7 Laws of Soul-Winning Communication: 

1. Jesus: His Methods 

2. Jesus: His Joy 

3. Jesus: His Humility 

4. Freedom of Choice 

5. Faith 

6. Love 

7. Hope 

 


