
THE CRY OF A TROUBLED HEART 

9: "Please Pray For My 'Ill-Advised' Church Council 

I am downright angry with their poor judgment" 

Miss Graymore and Miss Kathryn Meade were co-founders of what had quite recently become 
the Perkins University. In addition to this, Miss Graymore was medical records secretary of the 
Perkins University Hospital, as well as a member of its executive committee. She was also the 
clerk of the Pierce Arrow church. Miss Kathryn Meade was treasurer. 

These ladies had for months been observing the tendency on the part of the Pierce Arrow 
church to encourage the youth in their Friday night meetings, which consisted of discussion, 
testimony, and prayer. Miss Graymore and Miss Meade had been opposed, feeling that the 
youth's deep expressions of their downright love for Jesus in their simple testimonies of 
answered prayer were scarcely in keeping with the high social level the area called for. The 
church was only about two blocks from the University, and what would the University folk in 
attendance think of these humble testimonies by youth, most of whom were still in the 
academy? 

Mrs. Clara Burton, moderator of the group, was one of the few who understood the real 
undercurrent of feeling expressed as "confidential". Clara had prayed earnestly that the effect 
of these society women's influence would not tend to discourage the good work the youth 
were attempting for the salvation of their friends. And it was for this reason, especially, that 
Clara Burton had suggested a small prayer group in the first place. 

How to Keep Friends 

This group had not begun their meeting simultaneously with two other groups. However, they 
had been hearing of the miracles taking place in the church as a result of these group meetings. 
The Crouch and Manning parents, for instance, had experienced two of these blessed miracles. 
Hence, Clara had encouraged the group of ladies to study the science of communication for 
themselves. None knew, however, that the secret motive for this suggestion had been that in 
some way the Holy Spirit might use her to block the undercurrent of discontent, and restore 
unity in the church family. Admirers of Miss Graymore and Miss Meade were being influenced. 
These two women had turned in large sums of money to the church building fund. Miss 
Graymore had been chairman of the building committee. The church edifice testified to 
affluence, as well as good taste and devotion 

Miss Graymore had felt impressed to have a prayer group, because she was so burdened for 
the Church Council, but for a very different reason than was that of Clara Burton. Clara had 
used sanctified judgment in not disclosing to Miss Graymore her own recognition that the real 
problem was not the youth, nor the Church Council, but her own devoted and beloved friend of 
years, Miss Graymore. And in a lesser degree, Kathryn Meade. 

Central Prayer Burden 
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Usually the central prayer figure is chosen the first week of the group meeting, but Clara had 
not suggested it. She had claimed a promise for wisdom (James 1:5) that the Lord would work 
things out in such a manner as to honor His name, advance His cause, and hold in check the evil 
influence which could split the wonderful spirit of the Pierce Arrow church. Hence, when Miss 
Graymore made this confidential request and suggested that the central prayer burden of the 
group be for the Church Council, Clara knew that surely God was answering her prayer. She 
readily acceded. 

Amazed! 

As already stated, Miss Graymore had been impressed with many recent happenings. So had 
some of the other members of Clara's group. One was that Bill Crouch, Jr. had telephoned from 
Chicago, indicating that he might take a few days’ vacation back home. All were amazed at the 
changed attitude of his mother. And to think that conformity to the seven rules of 
communication could work that rapidly had appealed to the brilliant minds of Miss Graymore 
and Miss Meade. They felt that if these rules could change rebellious, religion-hating Bill 
Crouch, Jr., surely they could change the "erroneous thinking" of the Church Council! 

More than once, Miss Graymore and Miss Meade had experienced blood rushing to their faces 
on Friday nights at the youth meetings, as they sat beside University guests. They had, 
therefore, ceased to invite their distinguished friends. They had even discontinued their own 
attendance. Having discussed the matter together, they had concluded that the youth meetings 
must be discouraged. This, at any cost. Being of keen intellect, their bitter opposition was still in 
the "confidential" stage. 

Clara was highly knowledgeable. And, too, having come from a dedicated minister's family, she 
had often witnessed her parents in earnest prayer to the Lord in behalf of young people. Their 
love for the wayward had been a constant lesson to Clara, and had, in fact, shaped her life. And 
though now she was part of an affluent society, she could never forget the basic principles her 
godly parents taught by precept and example for all those years she was at home. She also 
recalled reading in a little red book she had on her bookshelves, that the most cultured mind is 
often refreshed by the simplest testimony of God's love. 

Chief Promoter 

Clara had felt that there was a growing tendency on the part of some of her closest friends, as 
well as herself, to become a bit pharisaical. Her inner conscience had been pricking her for 
having listened to some of the "confidential" reports which Miss Graymore had been sharing. 
Hence, when Miss Graymore expressed her desire that the Church Council become the central 
prayer burden, Clara Burton felt more assured than ever that God had led in the formation of 
this prayer group. 

The A B C's of Prayer were known to Clara. She had studied the lessons, and received a 
certificate of completion. In these initial lessons, she had learned something of the seven laws, 
and had been further challenged by the methods being used by these two friends of hers. 

Clara had prayed in secret, several times during the past two weeks, claiming the promise of 
Isaiah 42:16. ”And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths 
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that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. 
These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.” She had told God that she did not 
know how to solve the problem these two ladies posed. She knew that without His special help, 
she had bitten off far more than she could masticate. [chew] With hot tears of humility, she had 
implored the Lord to fulfill His promise to lead her through the difficult days ahead, and not 
forsake her. She had also felt the assuring voice of the Holy Spirit speaking to her heart that He 
would guide her to ultimate success. 

Not Shocked 

The ladies had gathered. Miss Graymore had made her suggestion. Clara had casually 
encouraged the idea, and all had agreed. It was placed under the heading Guidance, and the 
Bible promise of Psalm 25:9, “The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach 
his way.” was placed beside it. Before anyone turned to the Scripture, Clara accelerated her 
speech, suggesting it would be appropriate to sing a little chorus together to introduce the 
group meeting of the day. The words of the chorus they sang were: "Turn your eyes upon 
Jesus," et cetera. 

Ardyce Ardmore was asked to offer a short prayer. The ladies then opened their lesson books to 
Lesson No. 3. The topic seemed entirely foreign to what Miss Graymore had suggested as the 
Central Prayer Figure. 

But with a prayer in her heart, Clara Burton suggested, "Girls, we are very interested in the 
success of our lovely church. This seems to me to blend with our lesson for today. It is, 'How to 
Keep Friends.' For if we want to persuade people to our thinking, we must first make them our 
friends. Isn't that right? As a new church begins to grow, it is only natural that we shall all have 
our personal views of the best way to carry on. We shall do this in a manner to keep our 
present wonderful fellowship." 

Immediately Clara had the assurance from the Holy Spirit that she had been led in this 
approach. She was virtually saying to Misses Graymore and Meade, that if we want to change 
the action of a church, it should be by making and keeping friends. 

Motivation 

Clara, however, felt impelled to quickly move into a bit stronger motivation of the blending of 
the two, by stating, "I feel that this lesson is a perfect answer to any problems in a church, or in 
a home. Abraham Lincoln is quoted as saying, in effect, 'If you want to convince a man, you 
must first make him your friend.' So with this in mind, let us study these seven laws of 
communication. To a young man, they would be called 'courtship .' And to the Crouch family, 
'soul-winning communication.' To the Mannings, 'family communication.' To us, 'church 
communication.' " 

Laws of Human Ease 

Clara turned to the first part of the lesson. "Now, girls, in order to win, and keep, the friendship 
of a person whom we wish to persuade to our way of thinking, we must first of all do our part 
to make him feel at ease in our presence." Then she added, "We have already observed this 
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fact in the last two lessons. There is, therefore, no need to repeat this now, except to 
understand how we may apply these two laws to any 'church communication' problem that 
may arise in future years." 

Turning to Ardyce Ardmore, Clara asked, "Ardyce, in order for us to influence others to come to 
our way of thinking, how should we adapt ourselves to the law of Choice?" 

Ardyce answered almost before she thought, "Well, we would not tell others what to do, unless 
they ask." 

There was a hush for a moment when Miss Graymore interrupted, "Well, of course this would 
not be true of a Church Council in an exigency!" 

Clara very diplomatically asked, "Could someone answer this? Would the law of choice apply to 
a Church Council, too?" 

Mary Waters spoke up, never dreaming an issue was already brewing. "Why, yes, any law of 
God would apply to any circumstance in life, wouldn't it?" Then added, "I do not think God's 
laws cease to exist because we might happen to be on a Church Council. Do you, girls?" 

Clara: "And the law of humility. How would this operate in a church? Let us continue the line we 
have been discussing." 

Mary Waters was again speaking wiser than she knew. "I would say, girls," she began, "that we 
are to do exactly what God says to do in Philippians 2:3, 'Let nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.' " 

Then Mary went on to say, "Don't we remember that Philippians 2:5 to 8 was stressed in our 
first lesson? It was that Christ Himself, who was Lord of all, became a man, born in a stable, 
cradled in a manger, and took on Himself the form of a servant?" 

Miss Graymore was clearing her throat in dignified non-acceptance. Under her breath, almost, 
and yet clearly to be heard by all, she said, "I would have preferred for the Lord to have been 
born in more respectable surroundings. It seems He could have done more good." Then she 
caught herself. Hoping others would not realize the thoughts of her own mind, she added, 
"That is the way some people think, isn't it? But isn't it wonderful He was willing to be born in 
such a lowly place, and under such adverse circumstances!" 

The ladies who understood, never let on that they knew her real attitude. 

Clara Burton added, "May I ask your opinion, girls, on this? Since Jesus set the example, and 
since He commands us to 'esteem other better than' ourselves, would this law carry over to 
Church Board meetings, as well as other committees of the church?" 

Mary Waters again spoke up, "Why of course, just as we said a few moments ago. The laws of 
God are to be followed all the while. And of all places to respect them would be in Church 
Council meeting where we plead with God to guide us." 

Clara felt impressed, at this juncture, to refer to the text of Scripture all had put down in their 
loose-leaf notebooks beside the problem suggested by Miss Graymore at the beginning. The 
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text was Psalm 25:9. Casually Clara began, "Oh, we did not read the promise under guidance, 
did we? Would Miss Graymore read the promise we all are claiming for guidance?" 

Miss Graymore began to read, "The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach 
his way." She looked up from her Bible. Removing her glasses, the long black ribbon dipping to 
her waist, she looked puzzled. "Girls, do you suppose that some of us could have been taking a 
'holier-than-thou' attitude toward any problems of our church?" 

Mary Waters innocently spoke up again, "No, I should say not! None of us would do that! We 
have no desire to press our own opinions. We want God's way to carry. No, Miss Graymore, I 
don't think we have any worries at all about this. We are all here for one purpose only--to learn 
better how to communicate to one another, as well as in the church committees--not that we 
are doing wrong, but just so we shall always do right." 

Clara turned the conversation diplomatically. "And the next two laws are Jesus and Joy. Anyone 
have a thought on this?" 

Once again, Mary, bless her heart, spoke up, "Yes, I think I have. I think a good example of 
people associating Jesus with joy is the meeting our young people are having Friday nights. 
Those young people are so wholesome and unsophisticated. Their way of making the Christian 
life so attractive is winning a couple of my friends." 

Kathryn Meade interrupted, making a gesture to move her long sleeves, "Did I understand---?" 
But before she could finish her sentence, Mary Waters, so enthused that she did not notice that 
Miss Meade had not finished her question, innocently continued, "Yes, Miss Spriggs, you know 
her; sister of the chief surgeon of Perkins University Hospital---.” 

"Yes," Kathryn Meade replied, Miss Spriggs did what?" 

"She came to several of the Friday night meetings, and is so thrilled with the joy of the young 
people that she is now taking studies, and is thinking of changing churches, she told me the 
other day." 

Miss Graymore was not sure she was hearing correctly. Forgetting her precise manners, she 
interrupted, "Change churches from which to which?" 

Mary Waters smiled innocently, "Oh--changing from the St. Luke's to the Pierce Arrow church. 
You see, these young people are exemplifying these two laws of Strong Allurement. Anyone 
likes to be around a happy Christian. Some of us are so burdened with the many cares of life 
that we almost never smile anymore. I know I don't. But Miss Spriggs remarked to me the other 
night, 'I like to see people enjoy their religion.' And then she added, 'Any religion worth having, 
ought to be worth enjoying. And these young people have found the Lord Jesus Christ. He is 
answering their prayers in a marked manner. Really, I would prefer to see them in action than 
almost anything I can think of.' " 

Clara Burton felt impressed to make no comment. The Holy Spirit was doing His work. So she 
casually continued, with: "And the last three laws are Faith, Hope, and Love. Under the caption 
Faith, would you have a word for us on this, Ardyce?" 
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Ardyce: "Yes, I would say that according to what we have been learning in the past two lessons, 
this means we are to respect the opinion of others. We are to have faith that God is leading the 
church and the Church Council. We are to express our faith in one another--even in those who 
may not see solutions to problems in just the way we do. I believe that we should not talk 
suspiciously, or doubtfully of their intentions." Then added, "I do not know whether I am right 
or not. What would you say, Miss Graymore?" 

While Miss Graymore cleared her throat, Mary Waters broke in with: "I would say, Ardyce, that 
you are one hundred per cent right. But I repeat again that we girls scarcely need to be told 
this. We have known this for years. It is both poor manners, and unfair, for anyone to speak 
doubtfully of the motives or judgment of others. Especially where there are a number of 
counselors on a church committee who see alike, after careful prayer and consultation." 

Then she added with a smile, "Why am I saying this? You girls could have said it much better 
than I. You are so much more knowledgeable than I." 

Before Mary could run down, she had this additional word, "But I do want to say to the two of 
you girls who are on the Church Council, that if God ever led you in a decision, it was the one to 
encourage the young people to run their Friday night meeting the way the Holy Spirit is leading 
them now. You are to be congratulated. But knowing Miss Graymore and Miss Meade as I do, I 
would expect that. How deeply obligated our church is to have such knowledgeable folk as you 
on the Church Council!" 

Kathryn Meade: "I am afraid, Mary, you are expressing faith in Miss Graymore and me for 
something that we do not really deserve.” 

Mary Waters: "I would expect that of you, Kathryn," Mary interrupted. "You are so humble. But 
Miss Spriggs tells me that several of her professional friends have been to the Friday night 
meetings lately. They all feel as she does--it is a wonderful gathering!" 

Again Mary repeated, "If God ever directed a Church Council to encourage our youth, He 
certainly did you!"  

Clara felt that it would be well to move right ahead with the two remaining laws of 
communication. But she was saying in her heart, "Lord, I did ask. I did believe. But I never 
dreamed I would receive answers in such a simple manner today." Again, in her heart, she 
asked God to keep her from saying one word that would ruin the good, in process of being 
accomplished that morning. 

"Let us discuss the word love for a moment," Clara suggested, attempting to control her delight 
at the turn of conversation. "Does anyone have anything on the word love?" Then she added, 
"Love, you know, is one of the Laws of Divine Pressure. It has a tendency to make people want 
to do right, and like it." 

Mary Waters was at It Again. "I don't want to do all the talking," she laughed, "but I just want to 
say that if ever a group shows love. it is the young people on Friday night. There is a difference, 
the lesson tells us, between self-love; a love of our own opinions, or of our own standing in 
society; and a love that is thinking primarily of how one can be a blessing to others. I would say 
this is what makes the young people so wonderful. You can see no sign of self-love. They are 
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entirely Christ-centered. Some of us older ones might be tempted to think and to talk about our 
accomplishments, you know, and our society friends. But not so with these young folk. They are 
interested in Jesus. They love Him dearly." 

Clara: "And the last law of church communication is Hope. I might say that hope, according to 
our lesson, suggests success--a bright future. So every church gathering, every Church Council 
should be pregnant with hope." 

Mary Waters spoke up again. "That is because Christ is our hope, the Bible says. And if Christ is 
our hope, then when He leads and directs the minds of our committees, we know everything 
will turn out well, just as it has with the young folk." 

Delightedly, Mary added, "Miss Spriggs will probably bring a dozen or more fine professional 
folk with her into the faith! At least I hope SO." This remark provoked an understanding laugh 
from all the ladies--all except Miss Graymore and Miss Meade. 

As the ladies bowed in prayer, Ardyce began by thanking God for these laws of church 
communication. Clara followed. Mary Waters thanked the Lord that all of the group were so 
knowledgeable in regard to these laws, and how to use them. But when it came to Miss 
Graymore, she prayed differently: "Dear God, please help me to be more like Jesus." Mary 
Waters heard, and said under her breath, "That shows how humble she is." Kathryn Meade 
found it almost impossible to speak. Some of the girls thought she had a cold. But Miss 
Graymore and Clara knew differently. 

The Group Meeting being ended, the girls parted. Miss Graymore and Miss Meade worked at 
their University Hospital desks all day. But their minds were ever turning to the lesson of the 
morning. As closing time came, Miss Graymore returned home, parked her car, and went into 
her plush apartment. But she had no appetite. She decided she would rest a few moments 
before preparing her supper. But she could not relax. 

Down On Her Knees 

"Luckily, I have no appointment tonight," she thought to herself. "I must get down on my knees 
and fight out this battle of self. And Jesus must win!" 

Down on her knees she went. "Dear Lord," she cried out, "I have broken every one of the seven 
laws of church communication. I wanted the Church Council to follow my advice, even though I 
knew they were led by the Holy Spirit in another direction. Then I was not satisfied to drop it 
there. I decided I would start a little 'confidential' underground propaganda, hoping by this to 
force an issue. Thus I was breaking the law of Choice and the law of Humility. I was breaking the 
laws of Jesus and Joy, for I was not Christ-centered. I was self-centered. And my joy departed 
when the presence of Jesus left me. I broke the last three laws. I was saturated with self-love 
rather than having the good of others in mind. 

"And faith--dear Lord, I talked suspiciously, although 'confidentially.' I acted just like Lucifer did 
in heaven, and I let his spirit saturate me in my expressions of doubt, suspicion, and lack of 
faith. 
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"And then, dear Lord, instead of talking hopefully, I went about whispering that the church was 
going to fail. Something terrible was going to happen. Just because the Church Council could 
not see its way clear to let Miss Meade and me control the thinking of the group. 

"Forgive me, Lord. Thou hast promised that though our 'sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow.' I ask. I believe. And, dear Lord, I have received forgiveness. And I thank You, in Jesus' 
name. Amen." 

The Following Tuesday 

Miss Graymore suggested, when again the ladies met for their prayer and study, "Girls, you may 
take my request off the list." 

Clara: "Oh, the solution has been found, Miss Graymore?" 

Miss Graymore: "Yes, the problem was not the church committees. It was Miss Lucia Graymore 
herself. But God has changed her completely." 

Mary Waters sat transfixed--her mouth wide open! For once, she was speechless! 

In Depth Meditations 

Question 1: What instruction of Holy Scripture should be followed on church committees? 

The Answer: "Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory." Philippians 2:3 (first part). 

Question 2: How can we be kept from strife? 

The Answer: "But in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves." 
Philippians 2:3 (last part). 

Question 3: When a church committee has prayerfully come to an unselfish decision, what Bible 
rule should be followed by any one who did not get his own way? 

Answer: "Do all things without murmurings and disputings." Philippians 2:14. 

Question 4: When tempted to feel that those who disagree with us on our church committees 
are less conscientious than we, what Scripture should we obey? 

The Answer: "Honour all men." 1 Peter 2:17. 

Question 5: When we are sorely tempted to start a little whispering campaign in an effort to 
appear more spiritually-minded than other members, what Holy Scripture might we bear in 
mind? 

The Answer: "Where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth." Proverbs 26:20 (last part). 

Question 6: When Satan tells us to go to various members of the church, quietly stirring up 
opposition to Godly decisions of church committees, what Holy Scripture is it well to 
remember? 

The Answer: "Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people." Leviticus 
19:16. 
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Question 7: When a church member "confidentially" shares with another some supposed fault 
of a brother, or sister, to what Scripture should he be pointed? 

The Answer: "Tell him his fault between thee and him alone." Matthew 18:15. 

The 7 Laws of Soul-Winning Communication: 

1. Jesus: His Methods 

2. Jesus: His Joy 

3. Jesus: His Humility 

4. Freedom of Choice 

5. Faith 

6. Love 

7. Hope 

 


