
 

 

THE CRY OF A TROUBLED HEART 

13. "Please Pray For My Children-To-Be" 

What children really want 

Word was getting around and more miracles were taking place throughout the church. Patsy 
Frost had rededicated her life to the Lord, and was a teacher in the kindergarten division. Bill 
Crouch, Jr. was now one of the assistant youth leaders at the Friday night gatherings. His 
testimonies of thanksgiving to Jesus were humble and sincere. And Clarine Manning was one of 
the happiest girls in Pierce Arrow as her friendship with Jimmy Morehead advanced in the 
direction of permanency. 

Hope was springing up everywhere. Communication was being established with those who had 
lost their way. And there was a close-knit fellowship in church committees. 

Now some of the groups were about to begin the study of Lesson No. 8. Tuesday morning Dr. 
Crouch and Dr. Hornberg were discussing the coming lesson, and felt that special emphasis 
should be placed on its message. Leslie Manning and his wife, Ruth, had felt the same urge. 
Others were hinting a similar sentiment to one another. It was, that if these seven laws of 
communication could assist so mightily in curing the ills of the family, in particular, why could 
not they have been employed before the problem arose? Should not specific instruction to 
prevent some of these evils be underscored by calling a special meeting of the church? 

"There are many of our young married couples," Dr. Hornberg remarked, "who may not realize 
that in a few years they, too, may be seeking counsel and prayer. How much better to prevent 
some of these problems." 

Together, Drs. Crouch and Hornberg slipped over to the home of Sam Yoeman, the head elder, 
and presented their request. 

"I, too, have been praying over the same matter," Sam replied. "I think it is a good idea. And 
you may have heard," he continued, "that Pastor See is to be in town this coming weekend. Ed 
and Ann Holly are to be baptized this coming Sabbath afternoon, along with Jack and Patsy 
Frost, Bill Crouch, Jr., and a few others. It is to be a high day. What would you brethren think if 
we called a joint meeting of both young and old this coming Friday night? And during this 
meeting we will encourage anyone to ask Pastor See any questions they might have as to how 
to help prevent some of these baffling problems from arising in our homes. 

"Why don't we announce tomorrow evening at Prayer Meeting that such a gathering will be 
held, if it meets the minds of the youth leaders? 

Personal Experience 

"We could also announce that Pastor See will be invited to give some very personal 
experiences. We would ask him to tell us why, in his opinion, five out of eight brothers in his 
own family became ministers. There must be a reason." 
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"And how about asking him to present this from the angle of The Seven Laws of 
Communication?" suggested Dr. Crouch. 

Dr. Hornberg heartily agreed. "If Pastor See can show that this set of laws, rightly used, can 
prevent much of the difficulties being experienced today in the church, that would be one of 
the greatest blessings we could ask for." 

Friday night's attendance was large. There was scarcely seating room. An air of expectancy 
pervaded the gathering. The Singing was joyful and harmonious. The atmosphere congenial. 
Every face, it seemed, bore an expression of assurance. 

The Prayers were short, simple, sincere, and confiding. Bible promises were on the tongues of 
those who offered the opening prayers. They were humble, spirit-filled, and right to the point. 
They asked God to give wisdom to the speaker, as promised in James 1:5. They also asked that 
each one might be mindful of the presence of the Unseen Guest Who had promised, “My 
presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest" (Exodus 33:14). They believed these 
promises, and accepted them for the evening service. 

Vital Question: In introducing the discussion, Sam Yoeman welcomed Pastor See back from his 
prayer-teaching itinerary. And immediately opened up the topic of the evening. "Pastor See, we 
have some questions. Among them is, How can some of these crushing problems experienced 
be prevented? Especially in the home." 

Pastor See: "Thank you, Brother Yoeman, for your kind welcome. I am happy to tell you that 
miracles have also taken place in the lives of many who attended our meetings on this tour. But 
it is good to be back with the church family for a short time at least. It will be a joy for me to 
give consideration to the questions which you may ask." 

Sam Yoeman: "In these lessons up to now, we have observed that parents are not to tell 
children anything. They are not to give them instruction when they do not want it. 

"The rebellious boy did not want his parents to make decisions for him. Yet, sure enough, when 
they stopped doing so, and obeyed the other laws, this boy returned home. He is sitting right 
here tonight. And we are proud of him. 

"The young lady was in love with a young man unsuited to her. She did not want to listen to her 
parents. So they apologized for having made decisions for her which she could have made for 
herself. This young lady now has a new way of life. 

"Like heart-warming experiences have been multiplied lately. Yet your lessons have brought out 
the thought that obedience should be required of children from their earliest years. And that 
they should be thoroughly instructed. 

"We have met together tonight because many in the church have requested more answers on 
how to prevent so much rebellion and waywardness. It is for the benefit of preventing these 
problems before they arise, that we have called this special meeting. 

"Now for my question: Is there anything little children want that they should have the privilege 
of receiving? We know there are many things they ought not to receive, though they beg for 
them. For instance, too much sweet food, to eat between meals, or too late at night; or to 
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watch certain TV pictures. Is there a positive side to the problem without one being permissive? 
What could a child naturally want that a parent would be justified in giving him? We can't think 
of anything. Therefore, if a child can have nothing he wants, how can one keep from rebellion 
springing up in his heart? Who ever heard of a child wanting the right things?" 

Pastor See: "This is an excellent question, Brother Yoeman. I am so happy that so many are here 
this evening. You are asking a question regarding the Law of Choice. 

"As we go into the problem posed tonight, you will all observe that it has many facets, beyond 
the one law. These seven laws are like the ten commandments in this respect--they are a chain. 
You break one, and you break all. But going back to your question, Brother Yoeman, as to what 
children can have as little folk, and get exactly what they ask for. 

"Perhaps a second question will aid in answering the first: What do children want, and ask for 
more than almost anything else? What constitutes a problem to many parents concerning the 
wants of their children? Will someone give us your thought concerning this?" 

Bruce Ward spoke up quickly, "I think I see, Pastor. What they want is answers." 

Pastor See: "Congratulations, Brother Ward. Yes, children are asking questions from their 
waking moment till they close their eyes at night. From the time they begin to talk, they ask 
questions. And they continue to ask questions until they arrive in their teens; that is, they 
continue to ask their parents questions, if they get answers. If they do not get answers, then 
they go elsewhere. It is up to us as parents to give to our children the answers they seek from 
us, thus preventing their going to someone else who might give them wrong answers. 

"Now, can someone tell us something else children ask for that we have a right and a duty to 
give them?" Pastor See smiled. 

There was a long moment of silence. Then Judy Waters spoke up. "I guess I am one of the 
youngest of the teenagers here, so I am not too far from childhood. I know what I wanted. I 
wanted my folk to tell me stories. I never got tired of stories." The group joined in a laugh, filled 
with wonder, while many countenances wore a puzzled expression. 

"Congratulations to you, too, Judy," Pastor See replied. "With the two answers we have 
received in the last few minutes, it is plain to see that children are asking, asking, asking from 
their earliest years, until they discover their parents have no time to give them answers! So 
long as parents obey the laws of communication, they have before them every opportunity to 
teach, to instruct, to fill the minds of the youth with the very best character-building material 
available. 

Ada Beck spoke up, "Pastor See, did your parents tell you stories? Some have heard that five of 
the eight brothers became ministers. We are wondering how it came about." 

Pastor See: "Yes, Ada. From the time I can remember, my father and mother told us boys 
stories. One or the other, as I now recall, was sitting on the edge of our bed almost every night, 
telling one story after another." 

Georgia Winn: "What kind of stories did they tell you, Pastor See?" 
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Pastor See: "They always told us hero stories. Most of them were Bible stories. Some others 
were of boys and girls, men and women who did right when they were severely tempted to do 
wrong. Some of them became martyrs for refusing to steal, or commit some other evil deed." 

Madeline Manning: "What happened when they ran out of stories, Pastor See?" 

Pastor See: "They never ran out, Madeline. My parents purchased books, magazines and 
periodicals with still more stories in them. They had a periodical when I was a boy entitled 'The 
Youth's Instructor.' My parents read this to us. There were several volumes of Sabbath Readings 
for the Home Circle--stories written especially for Sabbath reading. Many Sabbath afternoons, 
in the summer, we boys stretched out on the front lawn of the old farm house, and listened to 
Father read first one story, and then another. Father also read stories of Joseph, of Jacob, of 
Abraham, of Samson, of Samuel, of David and Goliath, and many, many others from such books 
as Patriarchs and Prophets, Prophets and Kings. They read to us from The Desire of Ages. One 
miracle after another took place in the lives of nearly all the followers of our Lord, as recorded 
in these books. Another book, Acts of the Apostles, is dramatic. One can not read this book 
without receiving a new urge to do right. 

"But all of these stories contained instruction. And we children were asking for it. There is no 
better way known today for the instruction of anyone, whether it be child or adult, than to 
convey it in story form. Jesus did this constantly. He was the greatest teacher the world has 
ever known. Ever, large multitudes followed Him, eager to hear another story. Don't forget," 
Pastor See chuckled, "Parents are still the most avid readers of stories! 

"This, then, is at least a partial answer to the question of children having the privilege of choice, 
of asking for things that they have a right to receive." 

Naomi Crouch arose and said, "This is a new thought to us--at least to me. I never before 
thought of choice in this respect. Today parents profess to be raising children, and yet they are 
spending time on everything else in the world except the children. And yet, children are eager 
to be told. So the children are deprived of the instruction which is a part of these hero stories. 
And as a result, the children start going the wrong way. Then later, the parents come along and 
try to give them instruction, and they turn from it. They are saying in their hearts, 'When I 
wanted you to tell me, you were too busy. Now, I am too busy to be told. Go your way, just as 
you have been, and I will go mine.' " 

Several mothers in the audience almost wept. 

Blanch Yarborough arose. "I am utterly amazed!" she exclaimed. "I have been wondering, these 
seven weeks of study, if we can't tell our children anything, how can we instruct them? Now I 
see the answer. It is stories, stories, and more stories! Some of us parents have had ten years to 
saturate our children with character-building stories, but did not realize that these would have 
been, to a large degree, the answer to Satan's temptations. But no, we were too busy with this 
problem, and that; with this task, and that. Why didn't someone tell us before! Where have we 
been!" 

Just then a group of young married couples sitting near the front, became intensely engaged in 
private conversation among themselves. Some were gesturing with their hands, and nodding 
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their heads. One was heard to say, "That is what I am going to do. When my child is born, he 
will have answers and stories--if I have to spend two hours a day doing it." 

Another said, "I am going to do my part of church work, but believe you me, I am not going to 
take the time my children need for companionship, love and storytelling to go out and work for 
Dorcas, literature distribution, or anything else. All the other is good, and I will do my part. But 
why should I rob my own children of the hours of story-telling they deserve each day? Then 
perhaps when they get into their teens, I will end up crying for some minister to help and be 
friendly and win them back, after I have driven them away. No, not I!" 

Their little discussion was almost distracting. But the import was clear to all. A hearty laugh 
followed. And when the young couples stopped to realize that they had been talking so loudly 
that all could hear, they were a bit embarrassed. 

Sam Yoeman smiled kindly, and somewhat amusedly consoled, "Never mind. We really do 
congratulate you young couples for making decisions for your families-to-be." Then he added a 
bit sadly, "I would give a fortune, if I could live my life over and put into practice this one great 
and wonderful revelation Pastor See has brought to us this evening. The words of the Master 
come to my mind: 'What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
[family]? (Mark 8:36). I trust I have not done violence to the text in adapting it to our 
discussion." 

Helen Mosely asked, "Pastor See, what about faith in your own home? And hope?" 

Pastor See: "My mother was ever saturating me with hope. She told me I had a mission to fulfill. 
That like Moses, like Joseph, like Samuel, God had given me a very special mission. Years later, 
after I was in the ministry, Mother told me that before we boys were born, she placed her 
hands on her abdomen, and dedicated us to the work of God. I always believed God had a 
special work for me to do, because Mother, as I say, all through my childhood, saturated me 
with that ideal." 

Dr. William Crouch arose, and added, "This evening is a revelation to me. I also see in this plan 
two great blessings. First: When we spend hours answering our children's questions, and filling 
their minds with character-building stories, we have been instructing them without telling 
them. Second: We have given them companionship. Nothing spells love to a child more than 
our taking a personal interest in his interests, answering his questions, sharing our time and 
companionship with him. That is love. 

Jack Frost arose, and with some nervousness said: "I see another law that we obey when we 
enter the story-telling business, if it is done rightly. That is the law of Jesus. Bible stories are 
God-centered. How could we better lead them to Jesus than by telling stories of Jesus, and of 
people who were Christ-centered? When our children hear how these people were happy and 
satisfied in Jesus, they will unconsciously accept Jesus as the problem-solver, the giver of joy 
and happiness. " 

Fred Hayes was on his feet. "I see another law playing a part here, too, folk. The Bible says of 
the Lord, that in His 'presence is fullness of joy' (Psalm 16:11). That would be a sacred joy. Here, 
then, is the law of Choice for our children, and also Jesus and sacred Joy." 
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George Ames spoke; "Where would the law of Humility enter the picture, Pastor See? Would 
you tell us? Some of us over here can't figure that out." 

Pastor See replied; "I can say this, folk, when I was a boy, as I have said many times before, and 
written in some of our books, my father, after he had read these wonderful stories, and was 
ready to bow in family prayer, did something I shall never forget. The Holy Spirit had impressed 
him that that particular day, perhaps, he had been irritable with us boys. He must humble 
himself before his entire family before he could receive the blessing of God. I have seen him, 
more than once, fighting a battle with self, whether to apologize to us or not. 

"I still remember how my devoted father, on certain occasions, sat struggling in his mind, 
whether he had the courage to apologize to his own children for his faults. Then he quietly 
spoke, 'Boys, I made a mistake today. I was cross with some of you. I want to ask you to forgive 
me.' 

"The apologies Father made were the greatest sermons he ever preached to us boys at home. 
They were equal to any hero stories he ever told. We saw that good men are humble men, and 
that part of worship is humility. We always equated family worship with personal humility, for 
that was what was taught us by Father's humble apologies. 

"Then Mother followed Father in apology, if she could remember anything she had done wrong 
that day. And usually it was not difficult to bring to mind. Then we boys followed, each in his 
turn, from the eldest to the youngest. Before we were through, and ready to pray, usually every 
one had apologized, whether we could think of something or not." 

"The presence of the Holy Spirit was deeply felt. As we united in singing the song "Sweet Hour 
of Prayer," it seemed that heaven had touched earth, and angels had united their voices with 
ours in reverent worship." 

The 7 Laws of Soul-Winning Communication: 

1. Jesus: His Methods 

2. Jesus: His Joy 

3. Jesus: His Humility 

4. Freedom of Choice 

5. Faith 

6. Love 

7. Hope 

 


