
THE CRY OF A TROUBLED HEART 

14: Why Elizabeth Cursed Her Mother 

Would you please tell us, Pastor See, any specific Bible example of story-telling, such as you 
have suggested?" asked Clara Burton. 

Pastor See replied; "Yes, Clara. In the book of Joshua, chapter 4, we have the experience of 
Israel's crossing the river Jordan.  

"The Lord commanded that twelve men each take a stone from the midst of the river Jordan, 
put it on his shoulder, and set up a memorial on the east side of the river where they encamped 
the following night; 'that this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their 
fathers in time to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones? Then ye shall answer them . . .' 
(See Joshua, chapter 4.) 

"No child of reasoning powers is going to see a big organized heap of stones set in masonry 
without asking his parent, 'What does this mean?' Or, 'What do these stones mean, Daddy?' 

"Then the parents were to tell them a story. ’Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel 
came over this Jordan on dry land. For the Lord your God dried up the waters of Jordan from 
before you, until ye were passed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red sea, which he dried 
up from before us, until we were gone over:' Joshua explained (Joshua 4: 21, 22). 

"These stories," Pastor See said, continuing, "were to be repeated to their children, and their 
children's children. It was, 'That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the Lord, 
that it is mighty: that ye might fear the Lord your God for ever.'" 

Clara: "It would appear from this that it is a command of the Lord to tell these character-
building stories to our children. Would you say so, Pastor See?" 

Pastor See: "Yes, you are right, Clara. In Lesson 8 we have a Scripture which indicates that this is 
one of God's commands to tell our children these stories: 'We will not hide them [these 
experiences] from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, 
and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. For he established a testimony in 
Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make 
them known to their children: that the generation to come might know them, even the children 
which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children: that they might set 
their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments' (Psalm 78:4-
7). 

Mary Waters: "This is utterly astonishing to me, Pastor. Here we have had a commandment 
from God to relate to our children the thrilling accounts of His dealings with us. And the text 
you just read declares that this will cause people to become God-centered. And this will give 
hope, as well as obedience. 

"But I would like to ask: How do you think relating stories of God's loving power would lead to 
obedience, Pastor?" 
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Pastor See: "As I understand this, Mary, there are several factors involved here. First, when a 
parent becomes a companion to his child, taking the time to answer his questions, and relating 
to him experience after experience, it naturally follows that the child will love the Lord, and the 
parent as well. Children are naturally born hero-worshipers. This is inferred in the fifth 
commandment, which says, 'Honour [respect, esteem] thy father and thy mother' (Exodus 
20:12). 

"When a child thinks of God as one who is so interested in people as to open an overflowing 
river so they can go over: and when that child equates a father on earth with such a Father in 
heaven, naturally we would expect an identity to be built up. 

"The commands of parents thus become in the child's mind a natural protection, a favor. He 
scarcely thinks of these loving commands as arbitrary, for he has in his heart a true concept of a 
loving parent. 

"When a parent obeys the command of God to saturate his child with Bible accounts of God's 
power, His love, and His care, he does not have to resort to permissiveness, such as caused the 
destruction of the sons of Eli in the days of the judges, if you remember.  

"Eli is a prime example of a parent who is too busy, even in the service of the Lord, to be a pal 
to his children. Eli was both judge and priest in Israel. 'But although he had been appointed to 
govern the people, he did not rule his own household. Eli was an indulgent father. Loving peace 
and ease, he did not exercise his authority to correct the evil habits and passions of his children. 
Rather than contend with them or punish them, he would submit to their will, and give them 
their own way. Instead of regarding the education of his sons as one of the most important of 
his responsibilities, he treated the matter as of little consequence. The priest and judge of Israel 
had not been left in darkness as to the duty of restraining and governing the children that God 
had given to his care. But Eli shrank from this duty, because it involved crossing the will of his 
sons, and would make it necessary to punish and deny them. Without weighing the terrible 
consequences that would follow his course, he indulged his children in whatever they desired, 
and neglected the work of fitting them for the service of God and the duties of life' (Patriarchs 
and Prophets, page 575). 

"Instead of Eli's sons honoring him for his permissiveness, they lost respect for both him and 
God. And you know the sad account of their loss of life, both temporal and eternal. 

"This account should teach us that no amount of either permissiveness or arbitrariness will 
substitute for God's way. His way is to give ourselves to our children in fellowship. Let our 
stories of Bible heroes, and God's dealings with them, include the instruction in an objective 
way. Few people learn much from subjective reasoning. Learning has to be, for the most part, 
self-discovery. 

"As the child follows the story, for example, of Jacob's deception, with the dire results of never 
again seeing his mother, and of his more than twenty years of exile from home, the child is 
impressed by the Holy Spirit not to follow that example. And no parent has to knock it into his 
head. The story carries its own message, and the Holy Spirit impresses it on the heart. 
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"Combined with this fellowship and story-telling, there is a kind, but firm, control from the 
earliest days of childhood. But let anyone try to control a child without having won that child's 
admiration, and its results are disastrous.  

"There are many supplementary helps these days. We suggest that parents take advantage of 
every one, including the Sabbath school, the church school, et cetera. But these are not a 
substitute for personal companionship with the children. Our personal fellowship spells love. 
And that love carries with it a desire to obey. Jesus made this clear when He said, 'If ye love me, 
keep my commandments' (John 14:15). But only true love is equipped to obey. Mere 
obedience, without love, becomes rebellion. Therefore, as stated before, there is no substitute 
for companionship." 

William Winn: "I note how strongly you emphasize companionship, Pastor. Do you think that 
children are tempted to rebel against even a good, a very good, parent, if this parent does not 
become a companion to that child?" 

Pastor See replied: "Perhaps I should share one experience with you that will serve to answer 
your question. Years ago I was invited by the pastor with whom I was holding meetings, to visit 
the daughter of a fine Christian worker. We shall call the daughter's name, Elizabeth, and her 
mother's name, Mrs. Beech. 

"The pastor cautioned me on our way over to the home of Elizabeth, a married woman, that I 
might be shocked at some things she would say. But not only was I shocked, the pastor himself 
was shocked. Never before, of all the times he had visited Elizabeth, had he heard anything to 
equal what his ears, and mine, heard from the lips of that young woman--scarcely over twenty. 

“‘My mother is a b-----,' she said. And she did not use the letter. She spit it right out. She 
repeated the awful words again and again, giving them all the force at her command. One 
would wonder about the morals of her mother. 

" 'Just what is your mother guilty of?' I questioned as kindly as possible. Elizabeth spit the words 
out again. I do not know when I have ever observed such an expression of intense hatred from 
the lips of a young woman who was actually clothed in her right mind. 

" 'Do you mean,' I continued, 'she is running around with men, and living a lewd life?' 

" 'Oh, no,' Elizabeth retorted. 'She is perfect that way.' But then she went on, 'If someone is in 
need across the city, she is right there by her side. But I could be dying. And do you think she 
would care to be around me? She would not so much as give me a glass of water!' 

"Frankly, I was wondering if anyone would want to be around Elizabeth if she always reflected 
that kind of spirit. 

"Little by little the story came out. Her mother was an accomplished musician. She was organist 
of the church. She was choir director. She was a Bible instructor as well. She was held in the 
highest esteem. But she had never had time for her daughter. 

"As we left the house, I thought to myself, 'Mrs. Beech is doubtless a very fine Christian lady, 
dedicated, devoted, as well as talented. She must be very sympathetic to the needs of those 
around her. But, like many of us Christian workers, she was so pressed with problems of those 
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outside her home that she took too much for granted. Not until it was almost too late, did she 
realize that she had neglected the companionship of her own daughter. She probably felt that 
her own daughter would understand. But Elizabeth did not understand! And there are others 
who do not understand.' 

Dr. Leslie Manning arose with tears in his eyes. "Friends," he began, "these lessons are teaching 
me an entirely new way of life. When my wife and I were married and the children began 
coming into our lives, we felt rushed. Both worked. We wanted to pay for our schooling, for the 
furniture, for the home, and for many things. But in doing this, we neglected the most 
important duties of all--the privilege of being companions with our children. I thank God that 
He has forgiven us. And even at this late date, it is our determination to make up for lost time. 
We are going to change our whole format of living. We can claim promises of God as we make 
first things first, and then experience miracles of His grace. From now on, we plan to live--really 
live!" 

Sam Yoeman: "I would like Dr. Hornberg to say a few words. I am sure he has a real 
contribution to make to this subject." 

Dr. Hornberg responded with quiet Christian graciousness, "I thank you, Brother Yoeman. I 
would like to second all that Pastor See has presented to us this evening. It is all not merely 
Biblical. It is scientific. The One who made man's mind has laws for its operation and 
development. The great laws presented in this course are God's laws. I wish to quote from 
Deuteronomy 4:6, 'Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your 
understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this 
great nation is a wise and understanding people.' 

"Our children do not rebel," Dr. Hornberg continued, "because we insist on obedience. A 
firmness born of wise love is absolutely essential. But permissiveness, like authoritarianism, 
without this companionship, produces rebellion. Nothing can take the place of sanctified 
companionship which protects, guides, disciplines, and punishes. 'Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build it' (Psalm 127:1). 

"The miracles of grace which have taken place in our church during the last period of weeks, 
bear their own testimony to the effectiveness of following God's laws of communication. I 
heartily recommend this course of study to any who have not yet found their way into a small 
prayer group. You will be well repaid." 

Sam Yoeman: "When I came to the meeting this evening, I could not, for the life of me, capture 
a picture of how obedience to the seven laws of communication could prevent the 
waywardness, the rebellion, and the evil which afflicts our society. Now I understand. I see how 
character-building stories stimulate growth of faith in God. And with it, hope and joy. I see that 
we parents should not be in such a hurry to get things done, that we fail to encourage our 
children to participate both in the duties of our homes, and some of the minor decisions of 
their lives. Then more and more decisions, under our guidance. 

"This story-telling picture thrills my heart. Answering the questions they ask may drive us to an 
encyclopedia more than once. We are building a fellowship, and a fund of knowledge useful to 
us, as well as to them. 
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"And when Pastor See shared with us the story of his father's apologies, I said to myself, 'It 
takes a big man to apologize.' But God has given a wonderful promise to the humble. 'Thus 
saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high 
and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and revive the heart of the contrite ones' (Isaiah 57: 15)."  

Miss Graymore was standing with quivering lips. "Dear people," she began, "many of you have 
known me through the years as a leader. Tonight I want you to know me as a humble child of 
God who is standing to apologize. 

"Most of you do not know," she went on to say, "that for weeks I was bitterly opposed to the 
Friday night youth meetings. I felt that they were much too simple; that the testimonies were 
too humble, and therefore scarcely in keeping with the location of our church--only two blocks 
from the University. 

"But I have had a change of, heart. I have discovered that the most cultured minds are often 
refreshed by the simple testimony of those who have found peace, and satisfaction, and 
salvation in Jesus Christ. To my utter astonishment, several of the most highly educated folk 
from the University have not only attended the meetings, but are now preparing for baptism 
and union with the Pierce Arrow church. I feel somewhat as the poet must have felt when he 
wrote: 

'If our faith were but more simple, 
We would take Him at His word; 
And our lives would be all sunshine 
In the sweetness of our Lord.' 

"I now want to say that I believe that the program being conducted, including the Friday 
evening discussion and praise meetings, and the many small prayer groups, is a partial 
fulfillment of the text of Scripture that I wish to read: 'Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the 
earth with a curse' (Malachi 4:5, 6)." 

In Depth Meditations 

Question 1: What does God command us to remember? 

The Answer: "Thou shalt remember all the way the Lord thy God led thee." Deuteronomy 8:2. 

Question 2: What does God want to impress on our minds that we are to be in our relation to 
Him? 

The Answer: "Ye are my witnesses, . . . that I am God." Isaiah 43:10, 12. 

Question 3: The Lord commanded His people anciently: "When thy son asketh thee in time to 
come, saying, What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which the Lord 
our God hath commanded you?" what story were they to tell? 
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The Answer: “And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the 
testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD our God hath commanded 
you? Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt; and the LORD 
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand: And the LORD shewed signs and wonders, great 
and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our eyes: And he 
brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land which he sware unto 
our fathers. And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, 
for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day. And it shall be our 
righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the LORD our God, as he 
hath commanded us.” Deuteronomy 6:20 to 25.  

Question 4: After Israel had crossed the Jordan, the priests were to carry twelve stones out of 
the Jordan river and pile them up. God said, "When your children shall ask their fathers in time 
to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones?" what story were the parents to relate to 
them? 

The Answer: “And the LORD spake unto Joshua, saying, Command the priests that bear the ark 
of the testimony, that they come up out of Jordan. Joshua therefore commanded the priests, 
saying, Come ye up out of Jordan. And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD were come up out of the midst of Jordan, and the soles of the priests' 
feet were lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto their place, and 
flowed over all his banks, as they did before. And the people came up out of Jordan on the 
tenth day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho. And those 
twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in Gilgal. And he spake unto the 
children of Israel, saying, When your children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, 
What mean these stones? Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this 
Jordan on dry land. For the LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until 
ye were passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red sea, which he dried up from before 
us, until we were gone over: That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the LORD, 
that it is mighty: that ye might fear the LORD your God for ever.” Joshua 4:15-24. 

Question 5: Again we find God commanding His people to pass on another story to their 
children; this, with reference to the redemption of the first born. Can you tell what the story 
was? 

The Answer: “And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, as 
he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it thee, That thou shalt set apart unto the 
LORD all that openeth the matrix, and every firstling that cometh of a beast which thou hast; 
the males shall be the LORD'S. And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and 
if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck: and all the firstborn of man among 
thy children shalt thou redeem. And it shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to come, 
saying, What is this? that thou shalt say unto him, By strength of hand the LORD brought us out 
from Egypt, from the house of bondage: And it came to pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let us 
go, that the LORD slew all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the 
firstborn of beast: therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the matrix, being males; but 
all the firstborn of my children I redeem. And it shall be for a token upon thine hand, and for 
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frontlets between thine eyes: for by strength of hand the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt.” 
Exodus 13:11-16. 

Question 6: Is this same principle presented in the New Testament? 

The Answer: Yes, in these words: "That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you." 1 
John 1:3. 

The 7 Laws of Soul-Winning Communication: 

1. Jesus: His Methods 

2. Jesus: His Joy 

3. Jesus: His Humility 

4. Freedom of Choice 

5. Faith 

6. Love 

7. Hope 

 


